
         ACADEMY NEWS 

  Calendar Events 

       In October  
3  School Pictures 9:00 am 

Children’s House, Middle 
School, High School 

 
4  School Pictures 9:00 am 

Toddlers 
 

5   School Pictures 9:00 am 
Lower Elementary, Upper 

Elementary and make up day 
 

8  No School Columbus Day   
Teacher Professional Day 

 
9  Fire Prevention Program 

9:30 am 
 
18  International Day 10:00 am 
 
23  Special Friend Night  

6:00-7:30pm  
Toddler, Children’s House, 

Lower Elementary 

At our back to school night in August, I shared with you eight goals I hoped to 
have in place before the arrival of our new Head of School. This month I will 
focus with Goal #7, to have in place a high functioning and supportive parent 
organization. At the Montessori Academy, we are fortunate to have many 
dedicated parents who volunteer countless hours to help with activities at our 
school. We are grateful for all they do for our children.  However, we also 
understand that some parents have younger children at home or work schedules 
that prevent them from coming to school on a regular basis for meetings or 
activities on a regular basis. Even if you can’t come to school, there are things 
everyone can do to support our Montessori Academy Parent Organization 
(MAPO): 

1. Offer to provide food or to pay for food or supplies for an event.  In the 
past parents have had food delivered for events such as International 
Day, Thanksgiving Feast, the Academy Picnic, a Coffee Cart, or field 
day.  These donations are always appreciated. 
 

2. Purchase Montessori merchandise from our school store.  We have nice 
tee shirts, sweatshirts, water bottles, coffee mugs, and stickers that make 
great gifts and are a nice way to let others know about our school. 
 

3. Collect and send in Box Tops for Education.  Recruit your family and 
friends to collect them for our school, too.  All box tops must be 
submitted to the office by November 1. 
 

4. Purchase Giant Shopping Cards by filling out the form that is located on 
our web site under the forms tab as well as on the Montessori Academy 
Parent Organization Facebook page.  These shopping cards can be used 
to make purchases at Martins and Giant grocery stores while bringing 
money directly to our parent organization.   
 

5. Register your Giant or Martin’s Bonus Card. If you have an online 
account, you just need to go to giantfoodstore.com and sign in. Then go 
to “My Account,” and “Manage My Account” to select the Montessori 
Academy of Chambersburg.  If you don’t have an online account, you 
can register and then follow the steps above. 
 

6. Make a monetary donation to MAPO.  In many schools, parents are 
asked to pay dues to a parent organization.  That has never been the way 
we do things at our school, but the MAPO treasurer is always happy to 
receive a donation. You can simply write a check with MAPO in the 
memo line and send it to school with your child. 
 

I am proud of the parent organization we have here at the Montessori Academy, 
led by a core of dedicated volunteers.  I hope you’ll look for ways you can help 
to make MAPO the best it can be before the arrival of our new Head of School.   
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 A Message from Dr. Barbara Kehr 
Interim Head of School  

Our friend Benjamin is cutting 
apples in his classroom!        

Yummy! 



 Lorem Ipsum 

              Toddler Community  
The first month of school in the 
Toddler Community is largely spent 
becoming familiar with the classroom 
rules and routines. This is also a time 
for learning to trust another adult for 
their care and learning to interact with 
peers. Independence is a big part of 
the Montessori Toddler Curriculum 
and many of our lessons this month 
have been on learning self-care 
skills.  The children come into school 
each morning, put belongings into 
their cubbies and change into indoor 
shoes to get ready for their day. We 
have also been practicing skills 
needed to care for our classroom such 
as wiping or sweeping up a spill, 
watering plants, and caring for our 
classroom pets. 

 

     A little rain didn’t stop these toddlers from having fun! 

In the Toddler Community children develop fine motor skills 
dealing with eye and hand coordination. In the picture above a 
student is picking flower petals and placing them into a small 

container. 
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                  Children’s House 
This month in The Children’s House 
community we are welcoming back old 
friends, meeting new friends and building 
our classroom communities. While taking 
this time to get to know each other, we are 
working on our grace and courtesy lessons. 
Children are learning to say please and 
thank you as well as taking turns and 
sharing. We hope you see these amazing 
manors implemented at home.  
 
In science, our students are learning about 
the human body. We explored the skeletal 
system, body parts and our five senses. 
One of our discussions was to determine 
what is living and what is nonliving with 
the help of some of our classroom pets.  
 
The students also learned about the life 
cycle of an apple. In geography, we have 
been working with air, land and water 
works. Next month, we will learn about the 
solar system, the constellations and the life 
cycle of the pumpkin. It’s also time to start 
preparing for international day and 
working on our silent auction projects.  

We explored real food and is it healthy for us? Also what it does 
for our body when we eat certain foods. We enjoyed apples, 

carrots, pumpkins, blue berries and many others healthy snacks. 
One of our Children House Classrooms started a hydroponic 

garden. The picture above shows the students placing plants into 
the soil. This will help our students be able to observe healthy 
food growing in the classroom! We added new materials that 

involve sorting with pictures and created more pictures showing 
our favorite healthy foods. Check out the picture below of Miss 
Rodriguez and her friends eating a fruit called paw paw. It’s the 

largest fruit in North America. 

Although we did not speak about the events that 
happened on September 11, 2001, we decided 
to talk to our students about being kind to each 
other. We had our students paint how they think 

kindness looks.  They did a great job! 



 Lorem Ipsum 

 

              Lower Elementary  
We’ve had a great start to our new school year!  
Lower Elementary worked hard on their letter 
writing skills and enjoyed some hands-on grammar 
activities.   

In mathematics, we worked on the different 
operations as well as some word problems.  The 
children also studied their math facts by trying to 
fill out a paper of facts in only one minute! The 
boys and girls learned all about the Universe.  Some 
of them studied the types of galaxies, while others 
learned about the constellations in the sky. We 
researched planets, and had fun learning about their 
sizes and the order they are in from the sun.   

We studied land, air, and water and learned about 
the biosphere.  Our older friends studied the 
elements in a star and learned about supernovas. 
The children learned about the big bang theory and 
studied some other creation stories from around the 
world.  They’re looking forward to learning about 
how writing started and what some of the first 
alphabets looked like. We are also doing some 
botany and geography studies.   

The students drawling are drawing the different 
layers of Earth in their notebooks. 

These students are focusing on their math works. 

 

A friend from Mrs. Gilbert’s class is learning 
different types of angles, such as acute and obtuse 

angles. 
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                Upper Elementary  
 

Upper Elementary enjoying their first Fun 
Food Friday of the school year. The theme 

was Mexican and was a huge success! 

Mrs. Stevens teaching an exciting science 
lesson on gravity as part of our astronomy 

unit. 

Upper Elementary students are very 
focused while exploring Google classroom 

as part of technology class. 

 

Upper Elementary has had a great start to the new school 
year. Our new students have had a very warm welcome and 
adjusting well. The two classrooms have started something 
new this year called, “The Gathering.” This is where we have 
a couple of minutes each day to socialize with our friends 
during arrival in either Room 112 or Room 113. We have 
enjoyed using this time to socialize with our friends before 
we begin our workday.  Also, we have been spending the 
month of September working on our routines and adjusting to 
some of the new expectations in Upper Elementary.  It has 
been fun working together to help build our Upper 
Elementary community.  The sixth graders have chosen their 
monthly sixth grade jobs, which include writing monthly 
news, the weekly news, doing the laundry, and doing the 
dishes. 

In history, we finished our work on how a civilization is built. 
Now, we are learning about Ancient Mesopotamia and have 
constructed a map of Mesopotamia. We are also working on 
activities as we learn about the culture of the Sumerians, 
Hammurabi’s Code, cuneiform writing, and the Royal Game 
of Ur. In science, we are learning about astronomy and 
Earth’s rotation, gravity, and velocity. Mrs. Stevens gave us a 
lesson on gravity and velocity, where she had water in a 
bucket and swung it around her. The water stayed in the 
bucket because of gravity and velocity. We are enjoying our 
time in specials and learning about the elements of art, 
learning the song, De Colores for International Day; 
practicing our typing skills; and working on our soccer skills. 
Upper Elementary had our first Fun Food Friday and it was 
Mexican themed. We ate a lot of delicious food and practiced 
our table etiquette by setting our place settings at the table.  

The sixth graders have officially started their Expert Projects 
by choosing their topics and working to find resources.  This 
year’s topics will be on the NBA, the History of Video 
Games, Walt Disney World, Soccer, Hinduism, Feminism, 
Snowboarding, and Roller Coasters. The parents of our sixth 
graders also met with Mrs. Runkle and Mrs. Stevens to learn 
about the project and its expectations.  We have enjoyed our 
first month back to school and excited for another great 
school year in Upper Elementary. 

                                      By Harper Welker and Anoushay 
Khokhar, 6th graders 
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             Middle School 

2

All the pictures featured show our Middle 
School students proudly showing off edible 

food cells that they made. They all looked and 
tasted fantastic! 

The 2018-2019 school year is off to a fantastic start.  We are 
focusing on getting to know our classmates and laying a 
foundation to have a positive school year.  We have been 
working on reinforcing and embracing our individual learning 
styles through completing a variety of projects, activities, and 
assignments into our daily lessons.  
 
In science, we are studying cell structure and functions. We 
conducted an exciting experiment to observe how various 
materials enter or leave the cell.  For the experiment, we used 
an egg to represent the cell.  We submerged the egg into 
various liquids to see how the egg changed its shape and size 
in each liquid. To further help us understand the structure of 
cells, we created edible cells.  
 
In literature, we are reading the gripping book, The Giver.  It 
tells about a dystopian community where everyone obeys 
Community rules.  Conflict erupts when the main character, 
Jonas, decides to leave the Community.  To help us understand 
the importance of setting, theme, and mood, we created pop up 
pages to represent each literary element.  
 
In history, we are studying the Renaissance.  We participated 
in a simulation that allowed us to be spies in Florence, Italy, 
during the Renaissance period.  Grouped in teams, we 
researched who the people of Florence were, how they lived, 
and what they accomplished that has become so important to 
each of us as we live our daily lives today.  We also hosted the 
Renaissance Wax Museum where history came alive as we 
presented biographical interactive speeches honoring 
influential individuals from the Renaissance era.  
 
In order to have a successful school year, we have set 
academic and personal goals to achieve throughout the 
year.  We hope to make this the best school year ever!  
 



 

 

                   High School 

 
 
 
 

 
    

 

The 2018-2019 school year is off to a fantastic start! 
September has been a month of adjusting to a new 
routine and getting to know each other. The high school 
classroom is a collaboration between Pennsylvania 
Leadership Charter School and Montessori Academy of 
Chambersburg. The collaboration allows the students to 
have a wide range of course selections with the 
flexibility of a Montessori environment. Currently, 
students are enrolled in classes such as Astronomy, Film 
as Literature, and United States History.  
 
This month the students have been concentrating on 
their educational studies, but we have made time for 
some projects. We baked blueberry muffins, learned 
how to make a beautiful salad at the Grove Library, and 
have started our Silent Auction project at the 
Nicodemus Center for Ceramic Studies. We also had a 
visitor from the Chambersburg Community Theater to 
discuss the Young Playwrights Festival and what is 
needed for our students to submit a play. We had a lot of 
excited students!  
 
In October, we plan to dig like Archaeologists and 
attend the PA Renaissance Faire, and finish our Silent 
Auction projects. There is more to come on the horizon 
and we feel like this is going to be an amazing year at 
Montessori Academy! 

Brennan and Thomas 
tasting the blueberry 
muffins. They were 

very good. 

Thomas is ready for 
the muffins to finish 

baking! 

Visitors from The Chambersburg 
Community Theater helped out our 

students learn about submitting plays. 

Thomas and Mrs. Doubell went on a field trip to the Grove 
Public Library. Thomas made a rose out of a tomato! He did 

a fantastic job! 



 

 

  

 

 

The Montessori Academy Parents Association (MAPO) helped kick off the school year with our Third Annual 
Back to School Pool Party and BBQ, held August 19 at Waynesboro Country Club. It was our first time at this 
new venue, and while Mother Nature tried her best to rain on our parade, we had a record attendance, a pool 
full of kids (and even some adults), and a delicious dinner provided by the WCC catering staff. Many thanks to 
all who braved the iffy forecast and joined us for a great evening- and special thanks to MAC grandparent 
Annie Merritt, who came early to help decorate! 

During the first week of school, MAPO added some festive décor at the building entrances to help welcome 
our students back. Later in the week, we served a continental breakfast “Coffee Cart” as a thanks and welcome 
to all of our dedicated Montessori Academy faculty and staff. Parents Annette Diana, Dana Merkel, Brett 
Snyder, and Jennifer Webster assisted with these activities. 

MAPO held its first monthly business meeting of the year on Thursday, September 6. Attendance was strong 
and we hope to keep it that way! Thank you to all who came and please mark your calendars for the first 
Thursday of every month, at 9 am, for future MAPO meetings. You don’t need to commit to making every 
meeting in order to be a valuable resource to MAPO and to our Montessori community. Just come when you 
can, enjoy the camaraderie, share your thoughts and ideas, and get to know other MAC parents! 

Most recently and perhaps most significantly, we dedicated the new Montessori Academy athletic field and 
soccer goals with a Sparkling Cider Toast and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony as the kick off to Curriculum Night 
on September 20. It was a wonderful event attended by school families, faculty and staff, board members, and 
members of the community who assisted either with the field installation project, or with the Race for 
Education effort for the past three school years (2015- 2016 through 2017-2018), which funded the project. 

From the field dedication ceremony, the group returned to the school building to enjoy a new format for Fall 
Curriculum Night, which was a hit for students and parents alike. MAPO provided refreshments and sold 
Montessori logo wear (still on sale at 50% savings in the office, if you didn’t have a chance to purchase at 
Curriculum Night!), which is one of our ongoing fundraisers. Heather Kohler, Annie Merritt, Brett Snyder, and 
Tina McGee were on hand to assist with this event, and huge thanks to the many other parents who pitched in 
to help clean up. 

Coming up quickly on the MAPO calendar is International Day on Thursday, October 18. International Day is 
an entire school day dedicated to the celebration of cultural diversity in our country and around the world. 
MAPO’s role involves the organizing of games, activities, and speakers from various cultures to help teach our 
children through play, song, and dance, during the afternoon portion of the day. If you are interested in 
assisting with this event, or as a co-coordinator or to share a bit about your own family’s heritage and culture 
with our students, or if you know of someone in your community who might be interested in doing so, please 
contact Jennifer Webster as soon as possible at 240-215-5486 or via email at mapo@montacad.org. 

The Montessori Academy Parents Organization relies solely on volunteers, fundraising and donations to carry 
out the events and activities we sponsor throughout the school year. If you did not already read the message at 
the beginning of this newsletter from our Interim Head of School, Dr. Barbara Kehr, please go back to it to 
find out some of the many ways you can help MAPO. And thank you, Dr. Kehr, for always making MAPO a 
priority! 

 

   Montessori Academy Parent Association           

       A message from Jennifer Webster, President 



 

 
   

              Annual Auction and Dinner 
 

This year’s silent auction will be held on 
Saturday, November 10th at Waynesboro Country 
Club. The auction is Montessori’s largest 
fundraising event. The proceeds support 
improvements to our facility and campus, 
continuing professional education for our faculty 
and staff and our significant financial assistance 
program. The school relies on gifts of all sizes 
from our community to help broaden the 
educational experience of our students. There is 
still plenty of time to get involved and support 
this community-driven event.  

Please consider participating in the following 
ways, 

1. Donating an item. Forms are in the 
lobby. 
 

2. Donating to the gift card lot. Each year, 
parents donate over $1,000 worth of gift 
cards that are auctioned off in one big lot 
during the auction. 

 

3. Advertising in our auction booklet. 
 

4. Attending the auction. Put together a 
table of friends or we will seat you with 
charming and entertaining people. 

 
5. Signing up as a volunteer for the silent 

auction committee. 
 
Have questions or other ideas? Please contact the 
school by phone, 717-261-1110, or email, 
advancement@montacad.org. 

Looking Forward To The         
Montessori Academy Annual        

Auction and Dinner 


