Academy News
Montessori Academy Of Chambersburg

A Message from Dr. Barbara Kehr
Interim Head of School

This month, my message will focus on the goal of having constantly followed
methods of communicating with parents At the Montessori Academy, we have
several methods for ongoing communication between teachers and parents
Weekly Emails
Each week you should receive an email from your child’s teacher sharing
information about his or her week. Although these individual messages take a lot
of time, we feel they are an important way to keep you informed about your
child’s academic and social growth and development.
Montessori Academy APP
Each week our teachers also post on our Montessori Academy app with an update
of classroom activities that took place during the week along with a few images.
Checking this app weekly is a helpful way to start a conversation with your child
about what is happening at school. If you don’t already have it on your phone or
tablet, please be sure to download it so that you have access to this information.
Monthly Newsletter
Our newsletter is designed to give you monthly communication about the learning
and special events going on at the Academy. Although you may know most of
what’s happening in your child’s class through other methods of communication,
the newsletter is a great way to learn what happens at other levels and to keep up
with the Montessori Academy Parent Organization (MAPO) events.
Follow Us on Facebook
In addition to our weekly and monthly communications, our Facebook page gives
parents access to information about Montessori education as well as pictures from
school activities and timely reminders about upcoming events. By liking our page
and sharing posts to your own page, you can help get the word out to others about
the wonderful things that go on at our school.
Parent-Teacher Conferences
Although our teachers are always available to meet with parents when there is a
need or concern, twice each year, we provide the opportunity for teachers and
parents to meet to talk about each child and his or her development. It’s an
opportunity to create partnership with your child’s teachers and for you to gain
additional insights about your child. During October, our teachers watched a
webinar presented by a Montessori Head of School about conducting effective
parent/teacher conferences, and, at our in-service day, we discussed the webinar,
shared ideas for planning effective conferences, and watched members of our staff
conduct a model parent/teacher conference. If you haven’t called or emailed yet to
schedule your conference for November 8th or 9th, I hope you will do so today.
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Calendar Events
in November
Nov 8 Early Dismissal
Parent/Teacher Conference
Nov 9 No School
Parent/Teacher Conference
Nov 10 Silent Auction and
Dinner
Nov 20 Thanksgiving Feast
Students only
Nov 21-26 No School
Thanksgiving Break
Nov 30 Family Night 5:30
Nov 30 Book Fair 8:30-3:30

Donations Needed:
We are looking for
turkey donations for
our Thanksgiving
feast. If you would
like to donate please
email or call the
office. It would be
greatly appreciated.
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Toddler Community

We are well on our way to developing
independence and fostering our innate needs of
exploration. The month of October has been
busy, yet productive in both toddler communities.
Among the highlights were our annual trip to
Country Creek Produce for some Autumn fun,
our International Day celebration embracing
Germany wearing forms of traditional clothing
during our parade and working on our individual
community Silent Auction projects.

The Toddlers chose to learn about Germany for
International Day. Ella is dressed in a version of a
dirndl.

In our environment we have been continuing our
study of Germany as well embracing the fall
season. As we explored all the wonders of
Germany, each Friday we enjoyed a communal
meal where we prepared and tasted items such as
sauerkraut with bratwurst, pretzels, and apple
strudel.
The toddlers are reading books and singing many
songs about apples, pumpkins, and fall weather.
We have even participated in practical life work
of scrubbing our pumpkins as we prepare to
decorate them.

Our Toddler friends enjoying their annual pumpkin
patch field trip to Country Creek Produce Farm.

Children’s House

October has been a busy month filled with many
exciting activities. The month began with our
annual trip to the pumpkin patch at Country Creek
Produce Farm. The farm was filled with fun for all
ages. We enjoyed the slides, trampolines, mazes,
hayrides, animals, and picking pumpkins. We also
learned some fire safety tips from the Fayetteville
Fire Department and were able to explore parts of
an ambulance and fire truck.
In the classroom, our focus has been on human
needs, the universe, the solar system, our planet
Earth, and various pumpkin activities. Each
classroom has also been working diligently on
their Silent Auction projects.

Children’s House went on a field trip to
Country Creek Produce Farm. Two of our
friends found their perfect pumpkins to take
home!

International Day was a highlight of our month.
Each classroom represented a different country in
the parade and we dressed in outfits from Ireland,
Japan, and Scotland. The students enjoyed singing
”We Can Work Together” and “Different is Okay”
for their friends and family. We tasted many
delicious international dishes provided by our
talented parents and enjoyed presentations from
guest speakers about Great Britain,
Greece, and Ukraine.
Our kindergarten friends enjoyed a field trip to
Renfrew in Waynesboro for their fall visit. They
met Earthwalker and Mother Nature and learned
how to explore natures’ wonders through their
senses. Each student also had the opportunity to
bring a special friend to school to show what they
are learning and demonstrate a few of their favorite
Montessori works. We are looking forward to
many more exciting activities as we enter the
holiday season.

Children’s House B dressed in kimonos
representing Japan for our International
Day!
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Lower Elementary
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Lower Elementary has been a very busy place
this month. The students started out the month
working on their flags for International Day
and doing research about a country of their
choice. This is always an exciting celebration
for them. They enjoy walking in the parade,
performing for their families, and enjoying the
lunch that is prepared by the parents. Thank
you to all of the parents who volunteered to
help with this event.
This month we have had the great opportunity
to have Mrs. Byers conduct lessons for us in
geography. Before being employed at
Montessori, she worked for National
Geographic. She brings with her a lot of
knowledge and experience teaching
geography. She has been providing wonderful
hands on lessons for the children. In the
upcoming month, she will be using a large
map of Pennsylvania to teach map reading
skills.

Mrs. Miller and her students playing a fun
game together.

Lower Elementary students on stage singing
songs for International day. They sounded
fantastic.

For International Day, Julie painted a flag to
represent Italy
Lower Elementary proudly showing off the
flags they painted.

Upper Elementary
We had a great October in Upper Elementary! We practiced throughout the
month for International Day and performed two songs for students and
families. International Day was also exciting for us because we were able to
taste various international foods while using our table etiquette skills. During
lunch, we were able to learn how to say “thank you” in several different
languages.
We were able to participate in Fire Prevention Week activities by watching a
presentation by local fire fighters, and we also engaged in an interesting
presentation given by an archaeologist during which we learned about a local
archaeological dig.
In history, we have continued learning about ancient civilizations by creating
our own cuneiform writing tablet, learning about Hammurabi’s Code and
recently by being introduced to ziggurats. In November, we will begin
making our own ziggurats out of cardboard.
In science, we are continuing to learn about astronomy, and we have
Josiah is working on a place value
discussed our Earth’s moon by creating a chart showing the various phases of
peg board in Mrs Runkles Class.
the moon. In November, we will learn about the solar system by learning
about each of the planets in our solar system. We will begin working on a project in which we will complete research
on a planet of our choice. During the first week of November, we will be completing our first reading group novel and
we will be completing a book project related to our novel in mid-November.
The sixth graders are continuing to work on their expert projects and have finished the note card portion of the project.
We completed our soccer unit in P.E. during October and are currently learning volleyball skills. We completed our
project for the upcoming Silent Auction and we are excited for our families to see our masterpiece! Each of us
dedicated time and focus to putting pride into our completed project.
In preparation for the Thanksgiving Feast, we have begun to learn about measurement conversions in order for Upper
Elementary to participate in baking activities for the meal. We are looking forward to the exciting and busy upcoming
month in Upper Elementary!

Elleri proudly shows off her pictures of moon
phases

Once a week Upper Elementary meets with
Children’s House classes to read books to them.

Middle School
The Middle School class has been busy going on field trips, participating
in an exciting STEM project, and continuing our academic studies. Our
first field was to the Smithsonian National Zoo and the Smithsonian
Museum of Natural History. While at the zoo, we saw many animals:
pandas, seals, sloths, orangutans, lions, tigers, and two Asian elephants,
Spike and Swarna. We learned that Asian elephants could possibly
become extinct in our lifetime due to poaching and the overlapping of
farmland and elephant habitat. Even though the sale of ivory has been
banned, we learned that there is an increased demand for ivory on the
black market. To stop this demand, we pledged to not purchase ivory or
any product that contains ivory; we encourage you to do the
same. Remember, ivory looks best on elephants! We next visited the
Smithsonian Museum of Natural History. We especially liked the
dinosaur and gem exhibits. We saw the Hope Diamond and Marie
Antoinette diamond earrings. Some of us felt the flutter as we visited
the Butterfly Garden and got up close and personal with a variety of
living butterflies.
Our next field trip was to the Pennsylvania Renaissance Faire. We
journeyed back to a 16th century English country faire and become
immersed in the culture of the Faire’s 35-acre Elizabethan village. While
there, we learned about medieval armor, witnessed the sport of falconry,
cheered our selected champion at the Human Chess Match and
Tournament Jousts, and encountered nobles and peasants. We watched
merchants and craftsmen demonstrate their ancient crafts including a
blacksmith, glassblower, beekeeper, clothier, leather smith, bowyer,
potter, and herbalist.We then went on our field trip to Stoner House. We
learned how to prepare an area to search for artifacts. We measured,
marked, and started to scrape our designated dig areas, called units. As
we scraped the surface, we saved the dirt and then sifted the dirt to find
artifacts. Our efforts uncovered animal bones, bits of clay pots, a piece
of metal, plastic, and tin foil. We learned that everything could be
considered an artifact because each artifact can teach us something about
the past.

Mrs. Cleary’s students are making string art.
It’s an art project made of string that forms
Geometric patterns.

Jackson is working very hard on his peace
sign. This is an item you will see in the
Auction!

Under the direction of middle school parent, Mrs. Synder, we began
participating in a state-wide cyber robotic coding project. We are
learning gamified coding, using Blockly, and computer logic and coding
skills as we work with virtual 3D robots to solve problems and complete
tasks. This is the first year the coding project has been offered in
Pennsylvania, and we're excited to be able to participate in this fun and
educational experience.
We continue to be challenged academically in all subject areas. We
started studying Cells and Heredity in science class. We also finished
reading, The Giver, in literature, and have started reading Among the
Hidden by Margaret Haddix. We began a new unit of study in history
class on the Enlightenment era. We also finished our MAC Silent
Auction projects. We created two sets of string art projects. String art,
or pin and thread art, is characterized by an arrangement of colored
thread strung between points to form geometric patterns. We created
hearts, a star, peace sign, and dove. Check them out and, as always, feel
free to bid ;)

Middle school students have put in many
hours to complete their Auction Project. Keep
up the good work Nyasia.

High School
The month of October has been a whirlwind of activity
for the high school. At the beginning of the month, we
joined the middle school on an educational opportunity
to the Renaissance Fair. Everyone had a really great
time and it was nice to spend time with the middle
school. We had a visitor to the school to discuss
archaeology and then we traveled to their dig site to
learn how to be archaeologists. The high school has
decided that archaeology is not for them. They enjoyed
seeing and learning, but not so much the getting dirty
part. If you are curious, we worked on unit SF-065 and
SF-064 at Little Antietam Creek, Inc.
The high school has also been hard at work all month
on their Silent Auction project. They partnered with
Nicodemus Center for Ceramic Studies and learned
how to throw on the potter's wheel, trim their pottery,
and glaze their creations. One student chose Glossy
white and a burnt orange. The semester is almost over
for the high school on PALCS and they have been
working diligently on their schoolwork. It surprised me
how much work they do every day to get their
schoolwork done on time. Every day they have work
due and they work so hard on it. I commend them on
their dedication.

Brennan and Thomas have
been working very hard to
complete their Silent Auction
items. They put many long
hours in at the Nicodemus
center to create these
wonderful art pieces.

Annual Auction and Dinner
We are closing in on the Montessori Academy of
Chambersburg’s largest fundraiser of the year, the
Silent Auction and Dinner to be held November 10
at Waynesboro Country Club. There is extra
excitement surrounding this year’s event as it is the
20th anniversary of the Silent Auction and Dinner.
This black tie optional event includes a cocktail
hour, silent and live auctions, games, an elegant and
flavorful dinner, and live music. It is a wonderful
way to enjoy an evening out, socialize with other
Montessori Academy families, meet some of our
community sponsors, and help support our school.
Tickets are limited and almost sold out! If you are
interested in attending the Evening of Elegance,
please inquire about ticket purchase at
auction@montacad.org
Why Are We Raising Money?
Montessori Academy of Chambersburg has two
main sources of revenue: tuition and philanthropic
support. The Montessori Fund supports financial
aid for students, provides vital funding for the unique Montessori materials, education, and experiences
happening daily in our classrooms and during special activities and events, and helps cover staffing and
operational expenses. Without the Montessori Fund, we would not be able to provide our students with the
quality, individualized education. The success of our fundraising events is vital to maintain these efforts.
How Can You Help?
We still need items to be auctioned off during both the silent and live portions of the auction. Historically, our
students’ parents and grandparents have been some of our biggest contributors in providing items. Donations
can be dropped off at the school office at any time during school hours or special arrangements may be made
for pick-up. All donations must be accompanied by a donation form, found inside the lobby entrance or print
out a form found on the Montessori webpage. You can also directly support the Montessori Fund by making a
monetary donation, mail your check to the school or click on the “giving” tab at the top of the Montessori
Academy webpage at http://www.montacad.org/
Gift Card Lot
Finally, one of the items that is always highly sought after in the live auction is a gift card lot. We are asking
each Montessori family to donate one or more gift cards to the school to be compiled into a “lot” to be
auctioned off. In past years the collection of gift cards has been valued at over $1000. Please, if you are able,
send in a gift card by November 8. Gift cards may be dropped off at the school office or labeled “auction gift
card lot” and sent in tote bags to your child’s teacher.
For more information or questions about An Evening of Elegance; The 20th Anniversary Silent Auction and
Dinner please visit our event page on facebook or at http://www.montacad,org/ or email us directly at
auction@montacad.org

Classroom Creations

Behind the scenes, over the past few months, board members, parent volunteers, staff, teachers, and even
students have all been preparing for this important event. Your children may have mentioned to you the work
they have been doing on the auction projects. Every year, each classroom creates a unique donation to be
auctioned off and every single student contributes. This year, the classroom items will be auctioned off entirely
online! This exciting new development will allow all parents and MAC supporters to participate, even those
not able to attend the live event. Some “sneak peek” photos of the classroom projects in progress have already
been posted at the links below. Stay tuned for pictures of the final creations and information on how you can
bid online! The projects will also be on display in the school lobby the week of November 5th, so please stop
by and have a peak any time during school hours or during your child’s parent-teacher conference.

All the pictures in this
article show a few of our
students working hard on
their Silent Auction
Projects. These students
put a lot of time and effort
into making these
beautiful pieces of art. We
hope you enjoy them as
much as they did making
them.

Montessori Academy Parent Association
A message from Jennifer Webster, President
MAPO’s biggest October event has always been
International Day! Our main function this year was
to organize speakers for our Children’s House
students, and games from around the world for our
Lower and Upper Elementary School students.
We were fortunate to have three speakers this year,
who gave separate presentations on Greece, the
Ukraine, and the United Kingdom. These very
unique presentations included songs and dances,
video presentations of popular children’s cartoons
spoken in a foreign language, souvenirs, flags,
photos, and coloring pages. Thanks to Montessori
parent Stacia Zahos, grandparents Susan and Tom
Dracz, and friends, Ollie and Christine King, who
volunteered their time and talents to speak to our
children.
The elementary students learned five different games, all originated in countries around the world. As we
discovered, these games all eventually found their way into American culture, under different names. For example,
the kids played “Corre, Corre, La Guaraca,” a game from Chile, which is what American children know as “Duck,
Duck, Goose.” “Semut, Orang, Gajah,” which originated in Sumatra, is the game known in our country as “Rock,
Paper, Scissors”.
It was enjoyable to watch the Lower and Upper Elementary students interact with one another as they played
together in groups. Their smiles and laughter were infectious! Many thanks to Mrs. Simonetti for her help in
organizing the games session, to parents Sarah Edelmen, Sarah Koons, Wes Howells, and teachers Mrs. Gilbert and
Mrs. Miller for leading the five stations, and last but not least, to Mrs. Whitlock for keeping the groups rotating!
Now we look forward to November and the season of thanks and giving and we have a big and exciting change this
year! The Montessori Academy teaching staff will be taking over the traditional Thanksgiving Feast from MAPO,
which they will prepare together with the students, much like how the feast was done in the early years of our
school. MAPO will focus instead on a school wide effort to give back to our local community. We will be
gathering ingredients for Thanksgiving feasts to be assembled for 4-5 families in need in our local area, and we
hope that all Montessori families will contribute, as they
are able. Please look for more details about the “MAPO
Thanksgiving Boxes” in coming weeks on our Facebook
page, in emails, and in your students’ tote bags and takehome folders!
We will also be building a float and participating, as a
school, in the Chambersburg Christmas Parade on
Saturday, November 17. Flyers about this event went
home in the second week of October. If you did not
receive one, please send an email to
mapo@montacad.org. The monthly MAPO meeting is
fast approaching, on Thursday November 1 at 9 am.
Please come if you are able! We can never have enough
new ideas or helping hands!

