
    

When I first started visiting classrooms in September, I remember being amazed by what I saw children 
learning in geography.  I saw a three-year-old learning about landforms and bodies of water using clay and a 
pitcher of water. I saw toddlers matching animals to their environments, one of which was a savannah. 
Children in both lower elementary and the Children’s Houses were putting together puzzles of the continents 
and making their own maps of the countries on each continent.  Third graders were excitedly identifying 
states and capitals. 

Our geography curriculum is just one of many things that makes the Montessori Academy special.  With 
their emphasis on reading and math, many elementary schools no longer spend much time on social studies.  
And, within the social studies curriculum, there is very little emphasis on geography.  Thanks to the 
availability of Google, some educators feel it isn’t necessary for children to spend time on geography when 
they can just look up geographical locations on a phone or tablet. 

Montessori Geography curriculum is two-fold: physical and cultural geography. Physical geography focuses 
on the earth and its physical properties. Cultural geography is the study of human society and culture. The 
two together show the child that we are all members of the human race who must co-exist peacefully in order 
to survive. 

This month we will be focusing on geography for our curriculum night on February 21st.  You and your 
children will have the chance to explore a geography lesson at each level to see how the Montessori 
curriculum helps children to understand our world.  You’ll also have a chance to participate in an activity 
with Mrs. Byers, our lower elementary assistant teacher who previously was part of a National Geographic 
grant, using a large floor map of Pennsylvania to learn more about our state.  And, we’ll even have a special 
geography snack to help make and enjoy. 

I hope your family will join us for this fun curriculum night. Please think about bringing along a friend or 
neighbor so they, too, can see how our children learn about our world through their geography curriculum. 

A Message from Dr. Barbara Kehr 
Interim Head of School  
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Calendar Events in February 
February 8: Box tops are due  

February 18: No School- President’s Day 

February 19: No School -Teacher Professional 
Day  

February 21: Curriculum Night 6:00-7:30pm 

February 21: Panera Fundraiser Night 4-8pm 



 Lorem Ipsum      Toddler Community 
 

 
 
In January we began our study of winter. The 
children have been learning about icebergs and 
animals native to the Artic regions.  A favorite 
activity was looking at the different footprints 
that animals make in the snow.  
The sensory table is always of interest in the 
Toddler Communities. This month the children 
were able to experience ice and snow in our 
sensory bin. We felt the cold snow, scooped it, 
made snowballs and even painted it.  Some of 
the children also created a snowman. 
During circle time we enjoyed some winter 
related songs and a song about Dr. Martin Luther 
King.  We also enjoyed reading a brief story 
about his dream. 

This month we had two tasting activities. We 
tasted Pineapple and Papaya. The children were 
surprised to see the bright yellow color inside 
the pineapple and the teachers were surprised 
that everyone liked the flavor of the papaya. 

 

Isabelle brought snow inside to make a 
small snowman. 

Mrs. McLucas showing her students a 
pineapple. They really enjoyed touching 

and tasting the fruit! 

Grace is doing an obstacle course in 
the little big room. on cold days, this is 

the best way to release energy. 



 3        Children’s House    
 

Frigid temperatures, snow, and rain have ushered us into the new year. However, within the warmth of 
our classrooms, new friends and new works have brought excitement and energy. This month, we 
eagerly welcomed three new friends to Children’s House! Our afternoon friends enjoyed their second 
Together Tuesday with family and Spirit Week brought fun, laughter, and joy to many. 
 
As we experience winter weather, our January studies focused on the location, animals, and 
characteristics of the Arctic and Antarctica. Many snow and snowflake activities can be found 
throughout all areas of the classroom. Measurement and clock works challenged students, while animal 
tracks, dinosaurs, and food prep were eagerly chosen and popular. 
 
As we anticipate a new month ahead, we are looking forward to celebrating our 100th day of school and 
preparing for Curriculum Night with a focus on geography. Our kindergarten friends are getting excited 
for their winter trip to Renfrew and we are looking forward to warmer, drier days in the near future! 

Henry is using a clock work. Jonah is engaged in a pouring work in class. 
He’s pouring a cup of tea for his friend! 

Indica is learning to read with 
movable alphabet. 



 Lorem Ipsum 

               Lower Elementary  

Mrs. Gilbert’s class did a science experiment 
together. 

Olivia is doing a language tower work on 
prefixes. 

Julian and Julie are working together on 
writing works. 

 

 

We had a very busy and eventful month of January 
in Lower Elementary.  The students concentrated 
on the continent of Antarctica and learned many 
new things about the landscape, weather, and 
animal life.  It was fun to look at all the pictures of 
the different penguin species and to listen to their 
sounds and how they communicate with one 
another.   

We have been practicing our math facts with 
flashcards.  The boys and girls are hoping to 
become more proficient and fast with their facts by 
the end of the school year.  We’ve done some 
friendly competition with around the world and 
knock out games.  This could be a fun, family thing 
to do at home with them too! 

We’ve been working on narrative writing.  The 
children have done some descriptive and 
autobiography writing.  It’s been great to watch 
their stories progress.   

The students have been doing card work and 
morning routine work on fractions, and some have 
begun to start adding and reducing fractions.  
We’ve done some measuring as well.  Some 
students have measured as part of cooking works, 
while others measured and mixed quantities for 
science projects.   

We learned about the life of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, and listened to his speech that he gave at the 
Lincoln Memorial in 1963 to a group of civil rights 
marchers.  We discussed the historical importance 
of his nonviolent protests, and how he was such an 
influential part of our American history.   

Next month we will learn about Africa, its biome, 
plant and animal life, and the people who live 
there.   



 

 

 

               Upper Elementary  

 

Upper Elementary had a great month!! During 
January, we focused on community building and 
strengthening our skills in understanding each 
other with lessons on respect from our school 
counselor, Ms. Kambic.  We also participated in 
activities such as silent ball in order to continue to 
develop our self-control skills.   

In science, we are wrapping up our astronomy unit 
by learning about the stars and constellations.  
After researching a particular constellation of our 
choice, we constructed a constellation out of 
marshmallows and toothpicks.  

 In January, Upper Elementary began to learn 
about the geography and culture of Ancient China 
and we enjoyed a Fun Food Friday involving 
Chinese food.  We practiced our math skills by 
making frequency tables to understand the 
frequency a type of rice, soup, or entrée was 
chosen from our community order from the 
Chinese restaurant. Our sixth graders also 
calculated the tax and gratuity for our entire meal. 
We have continued to practice strengthening our 
multiplication facts skills by participating in Mad 
Minute Math daily and are each trying to beat our 
own score from the previous day.  

Our guided reading groups chose a new novel to 
begin reading in January and we have continued 
to develop our higher-level reading skills by 
practicing making predictions.   

Upper Elementary enjoyed participating in school 
spirit week by wearing Montessori clothing and 
other clothing specific for each spirit day.  We 
started practicing for the spring show and we will 
hold auditions for parts in February.   We are 
looking forward to a busy month in February, 
which will include our first field trip of our school 
year! 

Upper Elementary classes played a ball game 
together inside due to cold temperatures 

outside! 

These students really enjoyed having Chinese 
food for lunch. 

Isaiah putting together a constellation model.  



 

 

 

                 Middle School 

 

The marking period ended on January 25th and the 
students have been taking mid-terms. On Monday, 
January 28th, we celebrated the end of their 
marking period with movie and a pizza. In 
February, we have a volunteer event scheduled 
again with the United Way to pick up food donation 
boxes from local businesses. Volunteering is a great 
way to get the class involved in the community. I 
am hoping more volunteer events come our way.  

The middle school students enjoyed the winter break but are happy 
to be back in the classroom striving to achieve academic success in 
the new year.  Our class set academic goals to accomplish during 
the new year.  We set goals such as prioritizing long-term and 
short-term assignments and organizing our study materials in 
advance to help us prepare for tests and quizzes.   
 
 

The first month of 2019 has been productive.   In science, we 
finished the book, Cells and Heredity, and started studying human 
biology and health, which focuses on human anatomy.  We have 
begun a project about breaking bad habits. Bad habits are usually 
formed as a way to deal with stress and boredom.  We are 
researching new and healthy ways to deal with stress.  
 
We finalized our study on the Industrial Revolution, and will begin 
learning about nationalism in Europe.  We will focus on the effects 
of nationalism and demands for reform on European governments 
how tough-minded political leaders helped unify Germany and 

Italy, how Nationalism affected diverse empires in central and 
eastern Europe and how religion and nationalism were linked in 
the Russian Empire.  
 
We continue to work on the K’Nex STEM Design Challenge.  We have been tasked with creating a machine 
that moves three objects at least six inches across a table.  We will be judged on creativity, teamwork, 
challenge success, design, and presentation.  We will go to the LIU in New Oxford, PA, on February 21, to 
present our K’Nex designs. 

The Middle school class working on  
their K’Nexs. 

                   High School 



 

 

        Spotlight: Academy Alumni                     
 

 

My name is Felicia Guarriello and I am a Montessori Academy alumni. I attended Montessori 
Academy through kindergarten. Montessori was where I learned how to tie a knot, where I sang songs 
about the colors of a rainbow, and where I made some great friends. Armed with the foundation I 
needed I went on to attend Corpus Christi Catholic School and then Chambersburg Area Senior High 
School. I graduated from CASHS in the top 10% of my class as part of the National Honors Society as 
well as the Mathematical Honors Society. After graduation I went on to study and receive my degree 
in Meteorology from Millersville University of PA. I graduated with my bachelor's in 2014 with 
Departmental as well as University Honors. I then went on to earn my Masters in Atmospheric 
Science from Texas A&M University. I am currently working as a scientific programmer for the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) in Silver Spring, MD where I help 
optimize and enhance the LAMP model.  

In my spare time I enjoy geeking out over anything MARVEL related, biking, spending time with my 
family, and playing with my cat Iroh.  

Montessori Academy gave me the foundation I needed to succeed in my schooling. Although I was 
only there for a short time compared to some, I made friends that I carried with me through grade 
school and memories that will last a lifetime.  



 

 

  

   Montessori Academy Parent Association           
 

       A message from Jennifer Webster, President 

 
2019 began with the biennial review of the Montessori Academy Parents Organization (MAPO)’s 
bylaws, which will continue again this month. We hope to vote upon any changes or revisions at 
either our March 7 or April 4 meeting. If you are interested in being part of this process, please 
come MAPO’s February meeting (Thursday, 2/7 at 9 am)! If you are unable to attend the meeting, 
but would like to participate in the bylaws review and revision, please contact Jennifer Webster 
(mapo@montacad.org) for a copy of the bylaws for review, and reply with your suggestions for 
revision. 

MAPO was pleased to be able to treat our faculty and staff to a Coffee Cart on the first full week 
back to school after Winter Break! The cart, which has in past cost the MAPO budget 
approximately $125, was 100% donated this time, and from the feedback we received, was also 
100% better! Thank you to parents Becky Ables, Annette Diana, Jim Dickinson, Donna Furry, Tina 
McGee, Sarah Koons and Brett Snyder for helping set up, serve, and clean up, as well as for their 
contributions of coffee, tea, fresh fruit, and delicious homemade pastries! We will serve two more 
coffee carts this year, upon return from Spring Break and during Teacher Appreciation Week. If 
you would like to help out by donating time or treats, please let us know! 

Looking ahead, MAPO has the following activities and events coming up soon. Stay tuned to our 
Facebook page and watch for flyers coming home with students and/ or emails from the school 
office: 

• Curriculum Night- Thursday February 21 
• Donuts with Dad (Toddlers & Children’s Houses)- Friday, March 8 
• Family Night/ Book Fair Kickoff- Friday, March 28 

 

Finally, MAPO’s biggest fundraiser of the year is coming up on Saturday, May 4…our ANNUAL 
YARD SALE AND BAKE SALE! Parent Heather Kohler is serving this year as Yard Sale 
chairman! Preparing for and carrying out the Yard Sale is a weeklong, all-hands-on-deck event for 
MAPO, and “many hands make light work.” The Yard Sale’s success will determine whether or not 
MAPO is able to fund some of the more costly events and activities in our annual budget such as 
the bounce house rental for Field Day in mid-May, and the Back to School Pool Party in August. 

What can you do to help make the Yard Sale/ Bake Sale a huge success? 

• Keep MAPO in mind as you begin your spring cleaning and donate items to be sold 
• Volunteer time during yard sale week (4/29-5/3)  to help check-in, sort, and display 

items for sale 
• Volunteer time on yard sale/ bake sale day 
• Help spread the word about the sale to your neighbors, family, and friends 
• Come shop at the yard sale 
• Contact Heather at heather@gatewayauction.com for more ideas! 


