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A Message from Dr. Barbara Kehr
Interim Head of School

In January, our board of directors met for their annual retreat. This
year’s agenda focused on the development of goals and action plans
that will help to guide the direction of the Academy when the new
Head of School begins.
One goal that came from the retreat was to ensure that all students
will be prepared for education beyond Montessori Academy through
the use of best practices at all levels. As part of this goal, we will be
reviewing each area of the curriculum to ensure it incorporates best
practices and prepares students for the next level of their education.
Below are a few highlights of the plan:
• Writing - We will investigate approaches to writing instruction
and then select and train teachers in an approach to use schoolwide grades 1-8.
• Math - We will establish expectations for mastery of math skills
at each level; ensure that students learn and memorize addition,
multiplication, subtraction, and division facts; and provide
sufficient time for daily instruction and practice.
• Science – We will review and refine the current curriculum to
ensure relevancy for the 21st century and explore opportunities
for field trips and outside speakers and labs to expand on the
science curriculum and to help children learn more about science
concepts.
• Cultural Studies – We will revise and refine the current
curriculum at each level to ensure relevancy for a 21st education
and look for ways to incorporate current events and civics
education into the curriculum.
• Health Education – We will design and implement a health
education curriculum and explore Healthy Community
Partnerships and other options for private schools in regard to
health topics and education.
At the Montessori Academy, we are fortunate to have a dedicated
board who volunteers to help support our school to ensure that we
maintain our Montessori foundation while continuing to look toward
the future.

Calendar Events in March
March 7: MAPO meeting 9am
March 8: Donuts with Dad –
9:15am
March 11: Soccer registration
deadline
March 15: Dinner and a Show4:00pm-7:00pm
March 18-25: Spring BreakNo School
March 29: Family Night/ Book
Fair-5:30-7:30

Online book orders:
March 23- April 5 Link
Below
http://www.scholastic.com/bf
/montessoriacademychambsb
g1er online
In school shopping: March
29-April 5
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Toddler Community

February was a short but busy month for
the Toddler Community. We began the
month with Groundhog Day, learning
about some animals that hibernate in the
winter. Continuing with the groundhog
theme, we began a study of light by
making shadows. Then we observed that
shadows are not always dark by shining the
sunlight through our color paddles to make
different colors of shadows.

Finley and Ella enjoying Valentine’s Day
snacks.

In celebration of Chinese New Year we
explored a basket of cultural items from
China which included a dragon puppet, a
fan, some Chinese good luck tassels,
fortune cookie coin purses and a Chinese
New Year money envelope. The children
engaged daily in dancing to some Chinese
celebration music and read some books
about Chinese New Year. They also
explored eating snack with chopsticks. We
learned that 2019 is the year of the pig and
to celebrate we all made handprint pigs.
We celebrated Valentine’s Day by
exchanging Valentines with friends and by
having a special snack together. The
children were excited to share Valentines
with their friends by placing them in each
individual box.

Andi is practicing eating cheerios with
chopsticks.

In our geography curriculum we explored a
basket of animals and classified them into
the areas that they live: land, air or water.
We also began exploring the continents by
looking at our sandpaper globe and
forming Play-Doh into the shape of the
continents.
Finley uses a flashlight to create shadows.

Children’s House
February was a short month, but it
was still full of fun and learning in
our Academy’s Children’s Houses.
We did have our share of cold snowy
weather with delays and
cancellations but we still got plenty
of work done!
As part of our February curriculum,
the Children’s Houses enjoyed
learning about the United States. We
talked about our presidents, our
nation’s capital, our government and
our country’s early history.
Our friends also enjoyed learning
about American currency. In
addition to identifying the names and
Jordyn and Penelope are counting and exchanging coins.
values of coins and bills, we also
shared about topics such as using
money, spending money and earning money.
As this month ends, we look forward to warmer temperatures. March is the perfect time to begin our
learning about animal life that will span the next several months. We will begin with a study of reptiles
and amphibians that will include frogs, turtles and, of course, snakes.
Finally, the Toddler Communities and Children’s Houses will be enjoying a special time of sharing
with our “Doughnuts with Dad” event on Thursday March 8th.

Allie is doing a quantity and symbol matching
work.

Primrose and Farrah are using the Montessori
hundred board to count pennies to equal one
dollar.
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Lower Elementary

This month in Lower Elementary the
children have been learning about Africa.
They have been doing activities to
familiarize them with the animals, plants,
places of interest and the many biomes on
the continent of Africa.
We also had a presentation by middle
school students. They prepared a lesson
to teach lower elementary students about
the parts of the bone. This lesson tied into
the fundraiser Pennies for Patients. The
children were very excited to join the
middle school students.
We also had a special visitor from
Japan. Umi is a foreign exchange student
from Japan who is visiting a family from
our classroom. Umi shared with the
students her culture and many interesting
things about her life in Japan.

Upper Elementary wearing their Montessori shirts for
spirit week.

Olivia and Damon were some of the many children who brought in socks during
sprit week. All sock donations went to a local cold weather shelter. Thank you for
all your donations!

Upper Elementary
February was a busy month in Upper
Elementary! We lost several days due to
weather, which made our month even busier.
We continued strengthening our math fact
skills this month by participating in Mad
Minute Math on a regular basis as well as
playing math fact games for additional
practice. We spent the first half of the month
focusing on multiplication facts and then
moved on to addition facts, in order to become
faster at both operations.
Aeden and Isaiah doing the mindball brain activity at
the Whitaker Center.
We began our chemistry unit in science by exploring
chemical and physical reactions by completing
experiments, such as exploding milk as well as
observing the effect of vinegar on pennies over a
time period. We enjoyed our first field trip of the
year by visiting the Whitaker Science Center and
participated in a chemistry lab to coincide with our
chemistry unit.

Andy experimenting with pennies using
vinegar.

In history, we continued learning about Ancient
China by exploring the geography of the area as well
as the arts in the culture. We each created a Chinese
calligraphy character after learning about the eight
basic strokes used in the process.

We participated in activities that helped us
utilize more transitional words in our writing,
such as explaining the process of making a
peanut butter and jelly sandwich. We also
have been working on a descriptive piece in
which we used descriptive words and
transitions to explain our ultimate snow day.
We began to prepare for our Spring Show by
completing auditions for roles. After
participating in callback auditions, the
students received their roles and are now
preparing for the show by deciding how they
wish to play their individual roles. For Fun
Food Friday this month, we enjoyed eating
various finger foods.

Upper Elementary students in the Hurricane
Chamber at the Whitaker Science Center.

Middle School
The middle school class has been diligently
preparing for the upcoming spaghetti dinner
and a show, which will be held on Friday,
March 15. We will be serving dinner from
4:00 P.M. until 6:30 P.M. In addition to
spaghetti, salad, rolls, and drinks, will be
provided. This year’s show will be, “A Sticky
Situation.” The cost is $8 for adults, $5 for
children 4-12, free for children 3 and
under. Please bring family and friends and
support our spaghetti dinner and show.
We went to the Code Red Escape Room and
participated in virtual reality simulators and
two escape rooms. The 19th Hole and
Minal, Justin, and Zeke
Tombstone were the names of the escape
participating in escape
rooms we participated in. We had a great
room activities.
time and loved being challenged to use
critical thinking skills to solve our escape room objectives.
We also participated in the K’Nex Challenge. We were tasked with
creating a machine that moved three objects at least six inches across a
table. We were judged based on creativity, teamwork, challenge success,
design, and presentation.

Aiden experiencing
virtual reality simulator

High School
Our high school students added new
electives during the second semester.
Thomas, our senior, is taking Film as
Literature and Astronomy, a junior, is
taking health and Business Management.
All our volunteer plans for the High
School students were thwarted by the
weather. We did not get to volunteer with
the United Way, and are looking for other
opportunities. We went to an Escape Room
with the middle school, which was a lot of
fun.
Brennan and Thomas are all smiles after a field
trip to the Code Red Escape Room.

Montessori Academy Parent Association
A message from Jennifer Webster, President
MAPO spent February planning and preparing for a busy spring at Montessori Academy! We continue
to work on our bylaws revision, which we hope will be voted upon and finalized at our April 4th
meeting. We are pleased to have partnered with Krispy Kreme on our March 8 Donuts with Dad event
for the Toddler Community and Children’s House’s; for every dozen we order, they match with a free
dozen, helping us keep this event cost effective for MAPO and your families!
As a reminder about other upcoming events:
•

Soccer! Spring Soccer paperwork will be coming home with your K-5th grade students. The
deadline to register is Monday, March 11 (with an absolute, critical deadline of Friday, March
15, before we depart for Spring Break). If you are interested your child playing, or if you are
willing to volunteer as a coach, please contact Jen Webster at 240-215-5486 or at
mapo@montacad.org.

•

Family Night and the Spring Book Fair are coming at the end of March! Please mark your
calendars for Friday, March 29 5:30pm-7:30pm to enjoy family fun on Family Night, and be
among the first to preview the wide selection of Scholastic books!

•

In April is our Mother’s Tea (also for Toddler Community and Children’s House) on Thursday
the 11th. Dads and Granddads, who are able to assist with this event, please email
mapo@montacad.org!

Finally…RESIST! Resist the urge to purge your basements and attics just yet!! We will be collecting
items for our May 4 Yard Sale, MAPO’s biggest annual fundraiser, Monday, April 29- Thursday, May
2.

