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A Message from Dr. Barbara Kehr
Interim Head of School
It is hard to believe that spring break is behind us and that it is
already April. The school year seems to be flying by! One important
goal we have been working on this year is to have in place realistic
and consistently followed methods of communicating with
parents. This goal is especially important as we begin the transition
process in preparation for Dr. Wiley’s arrival in July. It has been said
that communication is one of the most important aspects of any
relationship, and that when relationships fail, it is often because of a
breakdown in communication. At Montessori Academy, we
communicate in lots of different ways: through email, with
telephone calls, or message through Facebook, with flyers sent home
with children, through blog posts, and through our monthly
newsletter. No matter what form the communication takes, it is done
for the purpose of enhancing our relationship with our Montessori
families for the benefit of our children.

Calendar Events in April

An area the board laid out as a priority at its January retreat was the
use of data in decision making. To that end, I am asking parents to
complete a brief survey to let us know how we are doing with
communication and what your preferences are for
communication. Please follow this link to complete a brief eightquestion survey to give us your feedback.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BPB72W9

April 30- Together Tuesday
12:15 pm (Toddler and
Children’s House)

If you have not already done so, please remember to contact the
office to schedule a conference with your child’s teacher on April
11th (for all students) or the morning of April 12th (toddler and
Children’s House only). Please send an email
to info@montacad.org giving the names of your children, the names
of their teachers, and the day and time period you prefer for your
conference.
Finally, it has come to my attention that there has been some
confusion about the dates and times for Academy events and
activities. To help reduce this confusion, we have included an
updated list of upcoming events on the final page of this
newsletter. I hope you’ll take the time to update these dates and
times on your personal calendar so you don’t miss any of the special
activities coming up.

April 11- Mothers Tea -11am
(Toddler and Children’s house)
April 11- Noon Dismissal
(Parent-Teacher Conferences)
April 12- No School
April 25- Sixth Grade Expert
Project Presentations -7pm
April 27- First Annual Spring
Fair 11:30-3:30pm (Open to the
public)

We are so excited to have our
First Annual Spring Fair on April
27! Come enjoy a fun filled day
of candle and jewelry making.
face painting, an inflatable
obstacle course, great food and
demonstrations from local
beekeepers. Like and share the
event on Facebook!
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Toddler Community

Our Toddler classes helping prep the gardens
for planting.

The month of March has given us a wide variety of
weather to explore in the Toddler Community. In the
beginning of the month we were greeted with snow
but as the month progressed and the weather cleared,
the children shared excitement to go outside and
explore. Our Toddler A community engaged in
prepping our garden boxes located just outside our
play area and searched for more signs of spring. A
highlight for the month was our celebration of Donuts
for Dads sponsored by our parent organization. The
children each enjoyed creating and presenting their
special crafted gifts for their dads as well as enjoying
tasty donut bites and apple juice.

In celebration of St. Patrick’s Day, we explored shamrocks, rainbows and the color green. We discovered
if you mix blue and yellow together that it makes green. In keeping with the green theme, our tasting
activity included Vegan matcha waffles with a rainbow fruit salad. Part of our food preparation included
the children engaging in chopping, slicing, peeling and pouring fruit for our rainbow fruit salad. The
children worked together to place the fruit colors in order, which lead into the discussion on how
rainbows are formed.
In our language area we have begun naming many kinds of birds and the parts of a bird. We looked out
our windows daily to watch for and listen to the birds. Our continent study was both Australia and Africa
and the children enjoyed naming animals that live in these areas and even explored matching animals to
their respected habitats.
This year Mrs. Rodriguez had the chance to attend the American Montessori Society conference in
Washington, DC. The power of observation was such a key topic in each session she attended. Teachers’
relationships with children are guided by their observations, which builds confidence and trust with each
caregiver. When teachers observe the child, they are able to unfold a variety of helpful and important
information about not only the child but of the environment around them. Observation is not just sitting
down with a pen, paper and taking notes. It is allowing yourself to fully step back and see the child
engage in opportunities of expressing their true selves. With observation a teacher is able to understand a
child’s leaning preferences, their temperament, actions and ideas the child is displaying and much more,
to then create factual information which can then be presented to parents expressing their child’s growth
and development. As the children are transitioning from the unconscious to conscious absorbent mind,
observations can offer autonomy of meaningful work and creates opportunity for freedom within limits
for engagement. We would like to send our gratitude and appreciation to our board members for this
opportunity of growth and development in our professional journey as Montessorians.

On the left: Honor is chopping up
pineapple for their rainbow snack.
On the right: Ella is piecing the
parts of the bird together.

Children’s House
March was an exciting month filled with fun and learning
in the Children’s House. We explored the continent of
Africa through continent picture files and 3-part cards,
while exploring animals of Africa, places in Africa, and
the culture of Africa. Pin punching, painting and creating
the continent with playdough were among the favorite
works. Many students also enjoyed exploring the African
savannah habitat box, creating stories with the animals
and learning about the circle of life for many of animals
that live on the Savannah.
We also hopped right into learning about animal
classifications, with a focus on amphibians and reptiles.
These included such things as frogs, turtles, and snakes.
Our students explored the life cycles, and the parts and the
types of both frogs and turtles. The frog life cycle game
and creating their own frog books were popular works.
Students were not the only ones to go on a learning
adventure this month as many of the teachers of
Children’s House went to Washington, DC to be a part of
the National Montessori conference. This was a
wonderful opportunity to connect to Montessori educators
and administrators around the world and learn new
strategies and ideas. Some workshops attended included
Hands on Astronomy, Montessori and the Importance of
World Languages, Peaceful Transitions, Integrating Art
Education Art into the Montessori Early Childhood
Classroom, Creating Bilingual Language Pathways in
Children, Creative Development in the Young Child,
Cultivating Seeds of Language Development and The
Value of Outdoor Learning. We learned new strategies to
teach and cultivate the young child's language skills where
they are and found new ways to build off the sandpaper
letters. We learned how to take astronomy and the
exploration of space a step further. One activity that
seems exciting to try is to work on understanding the great
distance between the planets in a way for young children
to understand. It involves having the children recreate the
solar system in a group activity with yarn and models of
the planets.
Each workshop was exciting and offered new insight and
lesson ideas. We are so thankful to the board and all those
that allowed us the opportunity to attend such an
important and educational event.

Lizzy working on the parts of a frog
puzzle

Ms. Rodriguez and Mrs. Durden at the
Montessori Conference in Washington
DC.

Alexandra is working on animal
classification
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Lower Elementary

Elisa was experimenting with different bulbs
and lighting.
March was an exciting month for our Lower
Elementary students. The children were working hard
to become proficient in math facts by playing exciting
group games such as Knock-out and Last Man
Standing. The children look forward to these mildly
competitive opportunities to practice valuable math
skills. It’s been exciting to watch the students engage
in these fun, interactive activities.
Geography is an important part of the Montessori
curriculum, and Lower Elementary has been embracing
the opportunity to learn about the physical and cultural
features of many parts of the world. Students have been
using pin and puzzle maps to become proficient in their
knowledge of locations on various continents. Some
students have been doing research on South America,
including climate, animal and plant life, language, and
history.

Rebecca and Harper connecting circuits to
make lamps turn on and motors run.

Tripp is using Legos to build a castle at the
Whitaker Center.

For science, students learned the life cycle of a bird,
beginning with the egg. The children were fascinated
with seeing life-size models of avian embryonic
development.
Both Lower Elementary classrooms are listening to
books read aloud to them by their teachers. Room 108
is listening to The Wind in the Willows and room 109
has listened to Bud, Not Buddy. The students love
hearing how stories unfold each day.
We are excited about our field trip to see a live theater
performance of The Frog Prince and a visit to The
Whitaker Center in Harrisburg. We are very grateful
for the opportunity to extend our instruction by visiting
places that provide interactive and hands-on learning
for our students

Ashton and George standing in front of a
dragon made entirely out of Legos.

Upper Elementary
We had a busy month of March in Upper
Elementary! As a level, we participated in reading
a novel together which was entitled
Brotherhood. We engaged in riveting book
discussions each week, along with continuing to
explore literary elements. We were fortunate to
have Dr. Kehr participate in reading the novel
along with us and contribute to our group
discussions. To conclude our novel, we were able
to have an online discussion with the author in
which we were each able to ask a question
pertaining to the novel. It was interesting for us to
hear the author’s perspective on her own book!
Nizaya engaging in a conversation on skype
Our sixth graders are continuing to work through
with the author of Brotherhood.
their expert projects and will be finishing their
papers and preparing for their presentations over the next month. Please join the sixth graders for the
presentations of their projects on Thursday, April 25 at 7 p.m. in the Big Room. Fourth and fifth
graders began their writing projects after spring break.
Our cultural studies in History included finishing our study on ancient China and we have begun our
study on ancient Egypt. We began learning about time zones in geography and used our knowledge to
determine the differences in time between various locations. In science, we are continuing to learn
about chemistry and explored mixtures and solutions by conducting experiments in which we
determined whether or not solids dissolved in a liquid.
We enjoyed Pi day by learning about Pi and having the opportunity to explore the relationship of the
ratio of the circumference and the diameter of a various circles to discover Pi. Many of us attempted to
memorize the numbers that comprise Pi by singing the numbers to a familiar tune and enjoyed slices
from a pizza “pie” during lunch.
Mrs. Runkle would like to thank Dr. Kehr and the school board for giving her the opportunity to attend
American Montessori Society’s annual conference held in Washington D.C. this year. It was a great
opportunity to network with other teachers from all different areas of the country and world to gain and
share new ideas. Throughout the conference, she focused on gaining ideas to enhance our Upper
Elementary curriculum, and strategies to help our students learn mindfulness to help them gain more
focus and concentration when needed in the classroom. Also, she gained a lot of information on
helping our students dive into research within an interest area to help them gain even more from the
research work they already do in the classroom. She looks forward to sharing these ideas with other
staff and beginning to implement them into our Upper Elementary classrooms and school community
throughout the rest of this year and into next school year.

Middle School
In literature class we finished reading, The Devil’s Arithmetic. We
completed our final writing assignment for the book. The writing
assignment was to write a compare and contrast essay explaining the
similarities and differences between the main character Hannah, and a
supporting character, either Gitl or Rivka. We used examples from the
novel to support our conclusions. Our next literature book, is The House on
Mango Street.
In history class we discussed the developments and innovations that made
World War I a new type of war. We analyzed how a stalemate developed
on the western front. We also researched modern weapons of the industrial
age and learned how these weapons resulted in huge casualties and
prevented either side from gaining a decisive advantage. We concluded
with identifying how World War I became a global war.

Kylee teaching a lesson to
Upper Elementary as part of
our pennies for patients

In science class, we completed the unit on healthy body systems. In this
unit, we identified the levels of organization in the body, learned ways to
deal with stress, and the components of wellness.
In writing class, we wrote reports on Holocaust survivors. Examples of
individuals researched were Elie Wiesel, Otto Frank, Martin Greenfield, and Gerda Klein. We will be created
PowerPoint presentations and presented our reports to the class.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the administration and board for providing the opportunity for
teachers to attend the 2019 Montessori Conference. This experience offered networking with peers and learning
about educational strategies other Montessori schools are using at each level. Classes attended ranged from
mixed-age adolescent math classroom, putting the fun in fundamentals, to identity and equity in the classroom. I
can’t wait to implement several of the math strategies I learned into the middle school math lessons, and look
forward to celebrating our accomplishments and finishing our school year on a positive note!

High School
The high school has been working on getting
caught up for the end of their third marking
period, which ends on April 1st. Our HS
students, while we were on Spring Break, were
still working hard on their school work. One
student is working on Dead Poets Society for
Film As Literature, and the other is working on
The Things They Carry for English class. For
April, we are making plans for our next
educational opportunities and look forward to
being outside in the sunshine.
Brennan and Thomas working diligently to get their
school work done before the end of the third marking
period.

Montessori Academy Parent Association
A message from Jennifer Webster, President
MAPO’s busy spring is ramping up, and we look forward to seeing you at our various activities planned for
April and May! Our very special Mother’s Tea happens next Thursday, April 11 for the Toddler Community
and Children’s House, co-chaired this year by Brett Snyder and Jim Dickinson. If you have not sent your
RSVP in yet, please do so!
The MAPO Annual Yard Sale and Bale Sale take place on Saturday, May 4 this year. Yard Sale chair
Heather Kohler has asked to increase the hours from 7 am until 2 pm this year (formerly 7 am- noon), to
maximize our profits, so please share this news with neighbors, family, and friends! We will be posting
notices about the sale on social media, so please keep an eye out and share!
MAPO will be accepting yard sale donations from Monday, April 29- Thursday, May 2, in the Big Room
during school hours. NO DONATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED ON FRIDAY...we will need that day just to
finish sorting, staging, and pricing items.
VOLUNTEERS!! Assistance will be needed all week long to help sort and set-up, as well as on sale day,
assisting customers. Please contact Heather Kohler (Heather@gatewayauction.com) to sign up to help.
Bonus...volunteering means you get to preview the sale merchandise!!! A SignUp Genius page will be created
for Bake Sale donations and help; please stay tuned to the MAPO Facebook page for more information on
this.
Looking back on March events, many thanks to Vania Whitlock and her team who put on a very successful
and much- enjoyed Donuts for Dads, and to Donna Furry and Bethany Smith, who chaired Family Night, in
conjunction with the opening of the Spring Scholastic Book Fair! These events would not be possible without
our parent/ grandparent volunteers and donors, and MAPO sincerely appreciates all that you do!!
MAPO officer nominations and elections will take place in the coming weeks, so please stay tuned to email
and Facebook for more information on this! Finally: we will also be reaching out for assistance with the
following events, happening later in May, so please stay tuned!
Teacher Appreciation Week and Luncheon: Tuesday-Friday 5/7- 5/10
Field Day: Friday, May 24
End of School Year Picnic: Thursday, May 30

Pennies for Patients Thank You
Many thanks to our Montessori families for your donations to our Pennies for Patients campaign to
help find a cure for leukemia and lymphoma. This cause is especially close to our school since two of
our teachers have family members currently dealing with these forms of cancer. Thanks to your
generosity, we were able to raise $671.35 that was sent directly to our central Pennsylvania Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society.

Announcing… Dr. Wiley
The Board of Directors of Montessori
Academy of Chambersburg is delighted to
announce the appointment of Dr. Michelle
Wiley as the next Head of School starting
July 1, 2019.
Dr. Wiley is a dedicated educational leader
with over 20 years of school experience, the
past 12 as an administrator in both suburban
and urban schools. Dr. Wiley has a BS and
master’s degree from Kutztown University,
K-12 principal certification from Penn State
University, and a doctorate in EvidenceBased Education Leadership from the
University of Pennsylvania.
Dr. Wiley began her teaching career as a
middle school math teacher in the East Penn
School District and then went on to be a high
school math teacher and Dean of Students in
the Allentown School District. She returned
to East Penn as a Middle School Assistant
Principal before joining the Reading School
District as an elementary principal. For the past ten years she has served as an elementary
principal in the Pennridge School District.
Dr. Wiley joins the Montessori Academy of Chambersburg in a time of strength and
optimism. Our Interim Head of School, Dr. Barbara Kehr, has done an amazing job
keeping our school running effectively and our faculty and staff energized, engaged and
focused. Despite being a transitional year, it has been a great year. We want to build off
the successes we have seen under Dr. Kehr’s leadership and we can say with confidence
that this will happen with Dr. Wiley.
The Board of Directors, with Adam Reeder and Angelique Ridore taking the lead, will
facilitate the transition. Part of our transition planning will include opportunities for our
community to meet Dr. Wiley. Please be on the lookout for future communications
regarding this in the very near future.

March 28-April 4
April TBA
April 11
April 25
April 25
April 27
April 29 – May 3
May 4
April 30
May 10
May 16
May 23
May 24
May 30
May 30
May 30
May 30
May 31

Book Fair
Terra Nova Tests, Grades 3-8
Mother's Tea - TDLR/CH
6th Grades Expert Project Program
Toddler Community Lunch – Food coming
Spring Fair – We’re All Abuzz About Bees
Yard and Bake Sale Drop-off and Setup
Yard and Bake Sale
Together Tuesday - Children's Houses
Teacher Appreciation Lunch
Race for Education

8:30AM - 3:30 PM
9:00 – 11:00 AM
11:00 AM - noon
7:00 PM
home with the children
11:00 AM – 3:00 PM
9:00AM – 3:00 PM
7:00 AM – 2:00 PM
12:15 PM
12-1:00 PM
9:00 – 11:00 AM

Spring Show - Elem/MS
Field Day - Students only
Kindergarten Graduation - Parents
Moving On Ceremony - Parents
Academy Picnic - Parents
Talent Show
Last day

6:30
All Day
10:00 AM
10:45 AM
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM
1:00 PM
Early Dismissal

The picture above: Our students at the Academy
put on show called “ A sticky situation.” They
did a fantastic job.
On the Left: Minal, Jackson and Justin waiting
for their guest to arrive for the dinner and a show
event.

