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A Message from Dr. Barbara Kehr
Interim Head of School
As I write my final Head of School message for the newsletter, I would like to give my heartfelt thanks to
everyone for your support throughout this school year. Together we have made this a wonderful year for your
children. The teamwork and dedication of our staff, no matter what their role, has helped to make sure your
child had the chance to thrive educationally, socially, and emotionally.
I am especially grateful to our Montessori Academy Parent Organization for everything they have done for our
school this year. From the back-to-school pool party, to our International Day celebration, the Halloween
float, and involvement in planning and preparing for numerous special occasions through the year, please
know how much your hard work and dedication have done to nurture the positive climate of our school.
Special thanks to Jennifer Webster for her leadership during this year of transition and helping MAPO to be the
high functioning and supportive parent organization we need.
I am also most appreciative of the support and leadership of our dedicated board members. Their countless
volunteer hours in helping with our advancement initiatives, maintenance issues, the Head of School search,
management of our finances, and setting the future direction for the Academy take place behind the scenes, but
have been vital to the success we have experienced this year.
Inevitably, the end of a school year brings staff changes. We will be saying goodbye to Mrs. Doubell who has
accepted a position at Mercersburg Academy for next year. We are also sorry to see our music teacher Mrs.
Reinert leave us to devote more time to her church music position. Her leadership of our music program and
wonderful shows have become a part of the Montessori tradition of excellence. And sadly, we will be losing
Mrs. McLucas from our toddler program at the end of the year. We thank her for a quarter of a century of
providing our youngest children with such a special, loving environment for learning during their first plain of
development. The years of knowledge and experience we are losing with her departure will be very much
missed at the Montessori Academy.
To all the students who are leaving the Montessori Academy this year, I wish you all the very best for a happy
and healthy future. We are especially proud of our graduating senior, Thomas Kidd, who will be leaving the
Montessori Academy after being here since he was a toddler, and of our three eighth grade students, Minal
Kokhar, Justin Reinert, and Zeke Wadlington who will be moving on the next phase of their academic careers.
We hope they look back at their time at the Montessori Academy with fondness and happy memories.
I feel very proud and privileged to have had the opportunity to lead our school this year. It has been a pleasure
to get to know our families, and especially your children. I know that the Montessori Academy will continue
to thrive and grow under Dr. Wiley’s leadership.

May 10- Teacher Appreciation lunch

May 30- Kindergarten Graduation 10am

May 16- Race for Education 9am-11am

May 30- Moving on Ceremony 10:45am

May 23- Spring Show Elementary and Middle School 6:30pm

May 30- Talent Show 1:00

Lorem Ipsum

Toddler Community

April brought new and exciting things to the
toddler community. We introduced our study of
acoustics by exploring sound tubes. We shake
them and listen carefully to see if the objects
inside make a sound (loud or soft) or no sound at
all. We then expanded our study to seeing and
feeling sound vibrations using some rubber bands
and balloons.

Amelia getting a closer look at insects.

With spring come insects! The children have
enjoyed looking at specimens of various insects
with a magnifying glass. Our insect naming cards
have also been a popular choice this month.
We have been talking about seeds and what they
need to grow. Preparations are underway for our
class garden, but with the wet weather it has been
difficult to get out there to get our seeds planted.
The children will be caring for and watering the
garden and harvesting vegetables during our
summer program. We have planted some
sunflower seeds indoors and are eagerly awaiting
the first sprouts.
April was also the month for our toddler lunch.
We measured ingredients and mixed pizza dough,
then each child rolled out their own dough to
make a pizza. We offered a variety of pizza
toppings and the children chose what they wanted
to put on their pizza. While we waited for our
pizzas to come out of the oven we read two books
about making pizza, Pizza Party and Little Nino’s
Pizzeria. The children also sliced bananas and
strawberries to make a simple fruit salad. There
was much excitement when it was time to
proudly carry this carefully prepared meal home
to share with their families.

Paisley is spreading sauce on her pizza.

Adeline looking at a book about seeds.

Reid is shaking a sound cylinder and listening to
the different sounds it makes.

Children’s House

3

April showers bring May flowers! What an
incredible month to study the changes of the
seasons and observe all the different weather
patterns mother nature showered upon us this
month. Because of the many showers, we were
able to watch as the earth came to life and
everything began to blossom around us.
In science, we studied the parts of a seed and
enjoyed planting seeds that we will be able to
watch grow during the month of May. As we
had conversations were had about the
importance of taking care of our earth, we
explored ways we can reduce, reuse, and
recycle. We enjoyed putting our speech into
action by cleaning up the trash around our
school.
While on a field trip to Renfrew, the kindergarteners
learned about nature by using their senses.

This month birds were a hot topic. We
explored various shapes and sizes of eggs and
the birds they came from, the life cycle of a
bird, and the parts of the bird and the egg. Listening to the sounds of different birds challenged the students,
as they tried to identify birds by sound only. Sound experiments were conducted and students learned about
vibrations and how they can create different pitches.
In geography, students learned all about Asia. We studied the animals, clothing, flags, and landmarks unique
to this continent. Through map work, students became familiar with the size, shape, and location of Asia on
the globe. In addition, we began to look more specifically at our own country and the various regions within
the United States.
As we reflect on the highlights of this month, we fondly remember sharing Mother’s Day Tea with all of our
moms and the excited faces of the students when they presented their carefully designed necklaces. Our
kindergarteners enjoyed their spring trip to Renfrew where they once again engaged with nature by using
their five senses and celebrated the completion of their Earthseekers course. We concluded the month with
our last Together Tuesday lunch and look forward to all the learning and memories yet to be made in the
month ahead.
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Children’s House picking up trash on
Emily
is working on the Asia 20190425_1252#6F52932#6F5293
puzzle map.
Earth Day.

Lorem Ipsum

Lower Elementary

April has been an exciting month for Lower Elementary. Our field trip to see “The Frog
Prince” and our tour to the Whitaker Center sparked many creative curiosities among our
students, including storytelling, engineering (how to design the perfect paper airplane!), and
further study about our natural environment. We are so appreciative of the opportunity to take
trips that expand our knowledge and grow our imaginations!
Our students have been busy learning and practicing math concepts such as time,
English/metric conversions, and continuing our regular practice of memorizing math facts. We
had an egg hunt where students had to match math problems with their solutions. The kids
really enjoyed this fun way to practice their math skills!
In science, students have been learning about the pond biome and the various life forms that
live in and near ponds, both plant and animal. Students have also been learning about the
Timeline of Life and the various historical eras of our world.
As the weather has gotten nicer we have been starting many of our mornings with a walk/run.
The fresh air and exercise have been a great way to help students concentrate as they explore
and learn each day.

Teagan is doing multiplication with a
checkerboard.

Chas is painting a watercolor map of
Africa.

Upper Elementary
April was a wonderful month for Upper
Elementary! We began our month by
showing what we know on the Terra Nova
tests. As the month progressed, our sixth
graders concluded writing their Expert
Projects and preparing for their
presentations, while fourth and fifth
graders began working on their long-term
writing projects. We were all very proud
of the hard-work and dedication our sixth
graders put into their projects, which
resulted in spectacular presentations for
The sixth graders are dressed to impress for their expert
presentations.
our Upper Elementary family and friends.
Fourth graders have progressed nicely
through the process of writing a rough draft of their autobiography project and will soon begin the
process of peer editing before compiling their final draft. Fifth graders have completed research for
their mini-expect project and have organized their research into an outline format. They will begin
writing a rough draft during the first week of May. Fourth and fifth graders will present their writing
projects during the final week of school.
We spent our month in history exploring the culture
of ancient Egypt by learning about the Nile River,
writing in hieroglyphs, understanding the
mummification process, and creating boats similar
to those that were used during the time period. It
was fun getting to test our boats to see if they
floated! During our field trip to the Walters
Museum in Baltimore, we participated in an art
activity in which we created an amphora from the
ancient Greek era. Prior to our field trip we
Students were able to enjoy a field trip to the
discussed the lyrics to our country’s National
Walters Museum in Baltimore, Maryland.
Anthem and we were able to explore Fort McHenry
and even participate in a flag folding ceremony at
the fort. Throughout the month of May, we will be researching and making an Egyptian mask on a
god or goddess of Egypt, and continue to explore ancient Greece and Rome.

In science, we have continued to learn
about chemistry by discussing the
scientific method used to accurately
record data during experiments. We have
also discussed particles of matter by
learning about atoms and molecules.
During the next week, we will be
building our own atomic model and will
begin learning about the periodic table.
Upper Elementary students preparing food for
Sixth graders have explored various
Fun Food Friday.
topics in math this month, such as the
distributive property and combining like
terms. Another topic sixth graders have explored this month is the process of writing checks
and simple interest. Fifth graders have been practicing working with all four operations in
fractions and decimals, and beginning percentages. Fourth graders have worked on
understanding the process of finding common denominators in order to add and subtract
fractions, and have been working on decimal numeration and adding and subtracting decimals.
All of our reading groups have completed another novel during the month of April and have
discussed reading elements such as characterization, conflict, comparing/contrasting and also
cause and effect in literature. We will all be choosing one more novel to read and discuss
during the final month of school.
Our Fun Food Friday for April allowed us to prepare our own meal. Each of us worked hard to
prepare home-made chicken nuggets, macaroni and cheese, cheddar biscuits, salad, vegetables,
and desserts. The preparation process allowed us to utilize our math skills such as conversions
and fractions in order to double or triple the ingredients for recipes.
We are all ready to begin our final month of the 2018-2019 school year and are excited to
participate in many enriching activities during the month of May!

Middle School
The middle school class is preparing for the
final month of the school year, a busy time
when we participate in many important
school events. One school event we
continue to practice for is the Spring
Show. The Spring Show will be held on
May 23th at 6:30 pm; please plan to
attend! We are also looking forward to
participating in the Race for Ed, which is on
May 16th, please come out and support us!
We also take this time to reflect on our
academic achievements. We have had a
wonderful year, filled with challenges and
triumphs. We continue to finalize our study
of WW II in history class. In science we are
wrapping up studying the systems of the
body, and are reading our last book,
Tangerine in literature class.
The Middle School and High School class in
front of the Holocaust Museum.

It’s hard to believe that the school year will
soon be over. We take this time to reflect on
what we have learned and the great times we
have shared as a class. We feel that we are
prepared to move on to the next level and
look forward to creating new learning
experiences.

High School

The eternal flame that burns for the 6 million Jews
and 5 million others who died in the Holocaust.

The high school class is working on Death of
a Salesman in one English class and The
Things They Carried in another class. Film
as Literature is watching The Thin Red
Line and analyzing the differences between
the book and the movie. On April 23rd, the
students and I were privileged enough to be
able to accompany the middle school to the
Holocaust Museum. It was an amazing
experience. April 30th was the first progress
check for marking period 4, so the students
have been working in earnest to complete
their work.

Montessori Academy Parent Association
A message from Jennifer Webster, President
Montessori Academy Parents Organization May 2019 MAPO had a great April! The Mother’s Tea was a
huge success, thanks to Jim Dickinson, who chaired the event for the first time, and his team of volunteers.
We also completed and voted into motion our updated MAPO Bylaws, which are reviewed every other year
and modified, as needed. We are grateful to Becky Ables who headed up this monumental undertaking, and
appreciate the feedback and suggestions, which came in from several parents via email.
MAPO officer elections take place every year in May, so we began the nomination process in early April to
try and identify potential candidates. A nominating committee was formed of Becky Ables, Carianne
Rawlings, Brett Snyder, and Jennifer Webster (per the Bylaws, the nominating committee must include a
current MAPO) and a nominating form was sent home with students to be completed by parents. The
committee then created a ballot, which was sent home with students in the third week of April. Ballots will be
counted and election results will be announced after the May MAPO meeting.
Our Annual Yard Sale and Bake Sale took place this past Saturday, May 4, chaired by Heather Kohler and
Sarah Koons. We brought in about $1,200, which will fund future activities such as Field Day and the Back to
School Pool Party.
Next up on our calendar is Teacher Appreciation Week (this week) and the Staff Appreciation Luncheon on
Friday, May 10. We still need volunteers for the luncheon!
Field Day takes place this year on Friday, May 24, and our End of Year Picnic happens at noon on Thursday,
May 30. Assignments for donations will be sent home with students the week before.
If you are able to pitch in and help with the Staff Appreciation Luncheon (anytime between 10:30 am- 2 pm),
Field Day (anytime between 8:30 am- noon) or the Picnic (10:30 am- 1), please contact Jennifer Webster at
mapo@montacad.org or 240-215-5486.
Many thanks to all who pitched in and contributed to the Montessori Academy Parents Association this year.
We had a lot of work to do, set a lot of goals, and as of today, we have met most of them and are on track to
complete them all. I am proud of our team of officers and stalwart meeting regulars, as well as the parents and
grandparents who couldn’t always make meetings but who reached out to help in any way they could, when
they could. You are all a huge asset to this school community, and I feel grateful to have had the opportunity
to work with each and every one of you.
And above all, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to Dr. Barbara Kehr, who has been the epitome
of supporter, mentor, sounding board, business partner, and friend to our organization, and to me in my role as
president. Dr. Kehr, you will be missed!!

A message from Dr. Wiley

Dear Montessori Academy of Chambersburg
Community;
I am honored and excited to serve as your next
Head of School. From my initial visit to your
school, I could see that Montessori Academy of
Chambersburg is a very special place and wanted
to be a part of such a devoted learning
community. Thank you for the warm welcome
that you have afforded me!
As an educational leader with fifteen years of
experience, I look forward to collaborating with
teachers, staff members, and parents to further
foster a Montessori approach to education and to
seek new and exciting ways to promote the
academic and social-emotional competence of
MAC students as independent learners.
I applaud Dr. Barbara Kehr, the interim Head of
School and the MAC board of directors for their
support and encouragement during this transition
period. I am inspired by their utmost
commitment and dedication to promote the unique strengths and talents that each student
possesses! I appreciate the diligence of the Montessori Academy teachers and Assistant
Teachers. They are a friendly and knowledgeable team that fosters a safe environment where
children can grow and experience the joys of learning. I look forward to our collaborations! I
have enjoyed meeting many Montessori Academy parents who are actively engaged as
partners in their children’s educational journeys. You are such an extraordinary and
stimulating community! I look forward to getting to know each of you better.
I will be moving to Chambersburg and formally transitioning to the Head of School position in
July. Please stop in to say hello when you are in the area. I know that the 2019-2020 school
year will be an exciting and successful one. Best wishes to you all for a safe and happy
summer!
Warmest regards,
Dr. Wiley

Mother’s Day Tea

Happy Mother’s
Day to all our
wonderful
Moms!

Spring Fair

On Saturday, April 27 over 200 people from the Montessori family
and local community attended the First Annual Spring Fair.
Children enjoyed an inflatable obstacle course, jewelry making,
beeswax candle wrapping, and ceramic painting.
Presentations from Adams County Beekeepers, Wilson College
Master Gardeners and Montessori parents Brett and Cynthia Snyder
explained the importance of honeybees and other pollinators. Local
children’s book author Sue James and the Franklin County Book
Buggy helped children explore bees through reading.

Montessori student Charlotte
Snyder volunteering at the
beeswax candle station.

Delicious food was provided by Balkan Traditions, Falafel Shack,
Veroni Café and the Montessori concession stand. Attendees learned
about Montessori through bee themed works and information
provided by Dr. Barbara Kehr. This event was made possible by an
extremely dedicated committee and by generous sponsors. The
committee is looking forward to next year. Please contact Ann
Marie Simonetti if you are interested in being on the committee or
have ideas you would like to share. Thank you!
Max, an elementary student
from Greencastle, learning
about the life cycle of the bee.

Thank you Falafel Shack for
your delicious food

MONTESSORI ACADEMY 2019-2020 Calendar
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Closing Day~Dismissal 12 NOON

Vacation~NO SCHOOL
Teacher~Professional Day
Early Dismissal

31
31
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:

EARLY DISMISSAL DATES:

August 26-27-28 ~ Staff Meetings/Phase-In Program

November 7th - Parent Conferences - Dismissal 12:00 P.M.

August 29 - First Day of Classes

November 27 ~ Thanksgiving Break

September 2 ~ Labor Day ~ No School

Early Dismissal 12:00 PM

October 14 ~ Columbus Day/Professional Day ~ No School

March 26th - Parent Conferences - Dismissal 12:00 P.M.

November 8 ~ Parent Conferences ~ No School

June 3 - Last Day - Dismissal 12:00 PM

November 28-December 2 ~ Thanksgiving Break
December 23-January 1 ~ Winter Break
January 20 ~ M.L.K Day - No School
January 21 - Professional Day - No School

MARKING PERIODS:
October 26th ~End first marking period
January 17th~End second marking period

February 17 ~ President's Day -No School

March18th ~End third marking period

February 18 - Professional Day - No school

June 3 - End fourth marking period

March 12-13 ~ A.M.S. Convention ~ No School
March 27 - Parent Conferences - No School
April 6-10 - Spring Break

MID TERMS:

May 25 - Memorial Day - No School

September 23rd - Middle School only

June 3 - Last Day - Dismissal 12:00 P.M.

December 6th - Middle School only

June 4 and 5~ Professional Day

February 14th - Middle School only
May 1st - Middle School only

Upcoming Events

Upcoming Talent show is for K-12th grade only. All skits and talents must be no longer than 5
minutes. Tryouts will take place on May 13-15. Talent show sign ups are located on Mrs.
Doubell’s door. Any questions please email or call the school.

