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A message from the Interim Head of School Dr. Barbara Kehr
During our January inservice day and the board retreat, we spent some time discussing our
mission statement in relation to our school’s belief statements and portrait of a graduate
document. Although these documents all hang in our office, it is only when going through a
process like our Middle States self assessment that we take the time to focus on the message of
these all-important guiding documents of our school.
The Portrait of a Graduate was developed by our staff during the previous Middle States
accreditation in 2013. It conveys to students, parents, staff and the community. Our high
expectations for Montessori Academy students, as follows:

Upcoming
Events
February 6MAPO meeting
at 9am

THEY ARE GLOBAL CITIZENS. Montessori Academy graduates are members of a broader
community. They are civic-minded, taking care of their environment and embracing diversity.
They are students of the world, leading others to make a difference through appreciation and
empathy.

February 17- No
clubs this week

THEY ARE LIFE-LONG LEARNERS. Embracing Montessori philosophy, they are selfmotivated and proactive learners. They are excited about and vested in their own learning and
enjoying sharing their innovative thinking with others.

February 17- 18
No School

THEY ARE CRITICAL THINKERS. Being able to reason and filter information from the
world around them, Montessori Academy graduates are confident when creating solutions or
posing ideas. They listen to others thoughts and opinions and form their own. They make
connections between what they have learned and apply these to real-world concerns.
THEY ARE TRUE COLLABORATORS. Appreciating others strengths and valuing their
opinions, Montessori Academy graduates are team players that can work with adults and
children of any age. They are confident in their abilities, have a healthy sense of self, and
believe their contributions matter. Their moral and ethical behavior enables them to work with
others to resolve conflict.
THEY ARE MONTESSORIANS FOR LIFE. Their self-motivation, resourcefulness,
constructive work habits and the relationships they have formed enable them to take on big
challenges throughout their education. These lessons never stop shaping who they are and who
they hope to be.
At Montessori Academy, we work each day to help guide each child to become a reflection of
our portrait of a graduate. With your help and support, we feel confident each child can reach
these ideals.
We are already starting to plan and budget for the next year. Critical to our planning is
determining the number of students we expect to have enrolled so that we know how many
teachers will be needed. We also need to know how many spaces in our classrooms need to be
reserved for our current students so that we know how many new students we can welcome in
the coming year. Reenrollment contracts will be coming to you within the next few weeks and
will be due by March 31.
We appreciate your family making the commitment to a Montessori education and look forward
to the opportunity to continue educating your child in the 2020-21 school year.

February 20Curriculum
Night 6:30 pm

March 20Dinner and a
Show

March 26Donuts with Dad

March 26-27
Parent Teacher
conferences

March 27Family Night

Lorem Ipsum

Toddler Community

Ally looking at a book about winter.

Mace exploring items from China after
talking about the Chinese New year.

Lily working on her independence by
changing her shoes.

Zoe exploring “icebergs” and the animals that
live in cold regions like Antarctica.

Children’s House
Zoe and Indica are holding a lion's head,
while learning about Chinese New Year.

Talin is making hot chocolate to share
with a friend.

Alona is putting the hours on a clock.

Jaxon is matching animals to their
tracks.
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Lower Elementary

Gavin, Teagan and Rebecca are using the
fraction insets to add fractions with like
denominators.

Emily is studying the parts of a mammal using
the horse puzzle and description cards.

Upper Elementary
Upper Elementary students attended
a field trip to the Pennsylvania State
Capitol in Harrisburg. They were
given a tour of the Senate, House of
Representatives, and Supreme Court.
They even had the opportunity to
meet Rob Kauffman, representative
from Franklin County.

Upper Elementary students enjoy
some fresh air in the cold winter
months.

After the State Capitol, Upper
Elementary traveled to the
Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex.
The students got to try many different
foods, saw many farm animals, and
learned much about Pennsylvania
agriculture.

Physical Education

Rebecca and Gavin enjoying a game of broom
hockey

Judah and Damon using beanbags to knock
down mini pumpkins.

Lower Elementary students enjoying a game of
Hungry Hungry Hippos.

Henry and Emily playing a ring toss game.

Spanish

Students from room 112 play a game of
SPARKLE in Spanish class with Mrs.
Roche.

Art
Andy, Barry and Ellie are
drawling self-portraits in
art class.

Montessori
Academy
Spirit Week
February 24 - February 28
th

Monday: Crazy Hair/Hat Day
Hairstyles and hats should be wacky and fun

Tuesday: Sports Day
Wear your favorite sports jersey, t-shirt or apparel

Wednesday: Senior Day
Dress up like a senior citizen

Thursday: Montessori Spirit Wear
Dress in your favorite Montessori spirit wear

Friday: Pajama Day
Wear your favorite school appropriate pajamas

If you have any questions regarding spirit week, please
reach out to a student council representative!
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MAPO
January & February bring a little slower pace for the MAPO team. We get to take a bit of a breather
after the flurry of holiday activity, but we also start to plan for a busy spring season. Now that the
teachers and staff are back in the school routine, we had an appreciation Coffee Cart on January 27th
to welcome them back. Thank you to Jim Dickenson, Autumn Churchey, Sarah McAfee and Brett
Snyder for helping put this together.
Our first event this year will be Donuts for Dad for our Toddler and Children’s House students on
March 26th. We still need a chair for this event, which involves coordinating donut donation,
volunteers and plating. Please let me know if you would be willing to help!
Spring Family Night is scheduled for March 27th to kick off the next Book Fair. We will have
similar format as in the fall with Concession Stand, Karaoke, games and the book sale. We’ll need
volunteers on Friday night and 8am – 3pm the following week March 30th – April 3rd. I’ll be using
up a Sign-Up Genius so parents can sign up for blocks of time throughout the week.
The Yard Sale is tentatively scheduled for April 18th, however our Chair is no longer available so we
need a replacement. Without a Chair, we will have to cancel this fundraiser.
We are also planning our Dining Out fundraisers for the rest of the school year. We appreciate the
great turnout we’ve had for these events and the opportunity for students and parents to socialize a
bit. Look for a schedule coming soon.
Finally, we are making a slight change to the MAPO meeting schedule. Due to low turnout for
evening meetings, all meetings will be the first Thursday at 9am for the rest of the year. Hope to see
you there!
MAPO Meetings
•
•
•
•

Thursday, February 6th 9AM
Thursday March 5th 9AM
Thursday April 2nd 9AM
Thursday May 7th 9AM

Carianne Rawlings
MAPO President

