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Upcoming Events:

Mrs. Heather Edmond
Parent - Teacher
Each year, I will strive to further develop the Montessori Academy of
Chambersburg’s programs to best support our community and the Academy’s
Mission by focusing on targeted goals. Each quarterly newsletter will feature
updates on one or more of these goals and invite feedback and participation
from our Montessori Academy community.

Parent - Teacher
Conferences:
November 9-13,
by appointment

Curriculum Goal: Revision of the Science Curriculum
Montessori Academy teachers at all levels are currently collaborating to
revise and update our science curriculum. During our October Teacher
Professional Day, staff met as a group to review and reflect on Montessori
Academy’s current science curriculum and resources to determine program
strengths and areas for improvement.
The Next Generation Science Standards, along with the Montessori Method
and Materials, will provide the framework for our curriculum revision
process. The Montessori Method and Next Generation Science Standards
naturally support one another in developing a strong culture of science as
inquiry within classroom communities. The Prepared Environments of our
Montessori classrooms already provide students with opportunities to learn
through inquiry, exploration, and hands-on experiences across all areas of
the curriculum. The Next Generation Science Standards will guide
Montessori Academy as we develop further opportunities for student-led,
hands-on science activities that focus not only on the content to be learned,
but also on the authentic practices of “doing science”.
My passion for science is evident in my educational background in
Environmental Studies with Gettysburg College and my semester abroad in
Madagascar studying Ecology and Conservation. If you or someone within
your network has a passion for science, engineering, or the environment and
would like to contribute to this process or program in any way, please reach
out to me at hedmond@montacad.org.

-Director of Education, Mrs. Heather Edmond

Virtual Curriculum
Night:
Focus on Peace
Curriculum
December 7, 5-6 pm
Mission Statement

Montessori Academy,
guided by the
philosophy of Maria
Montessori, immerses
student in a diverse
community that values
creativity and nurtures
each student’s social,
emotional, and
academic growth.

Toddler Community

Lily and Micah looking at a jack o lantern the class carved.

Tripp looking at the new
classroom pet.

Alder exploring the way different leaves look
under a microscope.

Eli looking at one of the many creatures we find on
the playground.

Children’s House Community

Children’s House C enjoying a visit from
Fayetteville Fire Department during Fire Safety
Week.

Children’s House A learning about and demonstrating
how the Earth moves around the sun and the moon
around the Earth.

Children’s House B student Griffin working with
sandpaper letters and beginning sounds.

Children’s House A exploring living and non
living things around the school.

Lower Elementary

Pippy working on two-digit addition
with the stamp game.

Christopher practices his multiplication
with the checkerboard.

Giobbe and Lincoln work
together on the timeline of
life, learning about the plant
and animal life that was
present on our earth millions
of years ago.

Upper Elementary

Chas and Grant role play to
demonstrate what life was like in
the Southern Colonies during our
thirteen colonies study.

Ashton and Barry plan for their
needs as a new colony during our
colony simulation.

Upper Elementary students enjoy the
opportunity to use the chromebooks
this year for research, various
learning platforms, and writing. The
students have particularly enjoyed
applying their knowledge of
technology to work collaboratively on
various writing projects.

Middle School

Isaiah and Gabrielle take careful measurements
of the growth of their plant.

Landon observes that osmosis caused the
inside of his egg to turn blue.

Elleri records and analyzes plant data
during a photosynthesis lab.

Gabrielle and Grace work with a compound
microscope to observe the structure of
various types of cells.

International Day 2020

Children’s House C students proudly show
off the flags they made. These flags
represent Tanzania.

Children's House A enjoyed learning
about the country of India. We learned
where India is located, the capital of India,
animals of India, clothes of India,
celebrations of India and food of India.
We also learned about places in India,
people in India and some of the languages
of India. We made our own dupattas
(Indian shawls) and diyas (clay lamps).
We also enjoyed creating rangolis, an
Indian art form created from sand, colored
rice and natural materials using geometric
patterns.

The Children House B studied the
island of Puerto Rico. The
children found out that Puerto Rico
is in North America and that it is
an island. They played drums and
dances to different styles of Puerto
Rican music. We learned that the
people of Puerto Rico speak
Spanish.

International Day 2020
Upper Elementary studied Russia for
International Day. Throughout a span of two
weeks, Upper El students learned to identify
reputable internet sources and practices notetaking skills to research an area of study in
Russia. The students used their research to
collaborate in small groups to write a skit to
teach the students at the other levels about
Russia. We even played some childhood
Russian games and worked on khohlama, a
Russian wood painting. We would like to
thank Mrs. Alter for sharing some items she
has collected from her trips to Russia, such
as the Russian ruble (currency), khohlama,
matryoshka dolls, books, and a dulcimer
(string instrument) to name a few.

During International Week, Mrs. Miller’s
class enjoyed many activities celebrating
other cultures. Our focus was on Mexico
and the beautiful art created by this
culture. The students made Mexican pinch
pottery and Huichol yarn paintings. This is
always an exciting and fun week for the
students. We enjoyed watching the
presentations from other classrooms in the
school.

Mrs. Gilbert’s class decided to study Australia in
celebration of International Day. We learned about the
biomes, animals, the flag, the states and territories, and the
Aboriginal people. We talked about the landscape, and the
names of the major cities in Australia. The children
enjoyed making dot paintings, reading stories, and doing
many other activities to help them explore and understand
the beautiful country, continent, and island of Australia.

A Message from Dr. Barbara Kehr,
Executive Director

In addition to being licensed by the Pennsylvania Department of Education, Montessori
Academy of Chambersburg is accredited by the Middle States Commission on Elementary
and Secondary Schools. To maintain our accreditation, we are required to undergo a selfstudy and site visit every ten years. Below is a brief summary of what has been done thus far
in preparation for our site visit which is planned for the spring of 2021.
• Last winter parents, students, staff, and board members were invited to complete a
survey which provided input into our self-study process.
• At our January in-service day, the staff worked in committees along with board
members and a parent to take a close look at our curriculum, programs, and services,
and discussed changes needed for the future in order to ensure we continue to meet the
rigorous standards set by the Middle States Commission.
• At their January retreat, the board examined the finances, facilities, and our mission
statement and belief statements to ensure they are in line with Middle State standards.
• During our in-service days at the end of the 2019-20 school year, our teachers met
together to review and revise our English Language Arts, Math, and Cultural Studies
written curriculum to ensure its alignment to Pennsylvania State Academic Standards
while staying true to the Montessori philosophy and approach to learning.
• During one of our August in-service days the staff met in committees to examine our
current English Language Arts, Math, and Cultural Studies curriculum to see how
closely it meets the Middle States accreditation guidelines.
• As part of the October in-service day, the staff identified the strengths and areas for
improvement in our Science curriculum, based on Middle States accreditation
guidelines.

As a result of our self-study process last January, we identified a list of 58 strategic priorities
to be completed before we submit our self-assessment to the Middle States commissions.
Our board and administration have focused much of our work over the past nine months on
completing the tasks on our priority list so that we are prepared for our site visit in the spring.
At this time when we must be focused on the health, safety and well-being of our children
and staff, preparation for accreditation has helped to also keep us focused on our vision for
Montessori Academy’s future.

A Message from Dr. Angelique Ridore,
President of Board of Directors

As we move to cooler weather and prepare to welcome the holiday season, we must recognize that the
holidays will be different this year. We need to begin to plan how to socialize safely. Cooler temps make
outdoor get-togethers and open windows more challenging. We need to think carefully about who is inside
of our social interaction bubble. Each household that is part of the circle extends your circle.
I am so proud of Montessori's team of administrators, teachers and staff. I know many of you share my
appreciation for their ongoing efforts to keep our students and families safe.
We recommend that each family think about the risks and benefits for not only themselves, but everyone in
your bubble as you prepare for gatherings. Here are some tips to keep your immediate family safe and
protect those in your bubble this coming holiday season:
• Keep it small (< 10 people)
• Follow local and state guidelines
• Prepare the space for physical distancing between guests
• Avoid buffets and self-serve food
• Gather outdoors or open windows when feasible
• Consider disposable towels in bathrooms for visitors
• Disinfect your high touch areas before, after and during gatherings
• If loved ones are travelling from hotspots, adhere to quarantine recommendations

get tested before they come.

Thank you,
Angelique Ridore, MD
Wellspan Health
President of Montessori Academy’s Board of Directors

and request they

