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A message from the Director of Education, Mrs. Edmond

Upcoming Events:
January 31 – February 4, 2022
School Spirit Week
February 17, 2022
Curriculum Night (Virtual)
February 21, 2022
No School
Professional Development Day
March 7 – 11, 2022
The Big Give
March 14 – 18, 2022
Spring Break
March 28 – April 1, 2022
Spring Book Fair
March 28, 2022
Family Shopping Night at Book Fair
(by Appointment)

Mission Statement
Montessori Academy is
guided by the
philosophy of Maria
Montessori and
immerses students in a
diverse community that
values creativity and
nurtures each student’s
social, emotional, and
academic growth.

Toddler Community

Nick is learning to pour water into
a cup.

Tripp is working with our tactile
matching puzzle to match textures.

Sarina is working on practical life
skills by learning to set a table.

Welcome to our new class mate in
the Toddler Community, Trevor!

Mateo is learning wrist rotation.

Ivy is matching objects to their
shadows.

Children’s House

Children’s House A students
learn about measuring,
temperature and baking as they
prepared muffins for the class.

Children’s House A students
enjoy decorating the classroom
door as they learn about the
Winter Solstice.

Children’s House B students
make holiday trees with
afternoon friends.

A Children’s House C
student focuses on the bead
stair work.

Children’s House students
make holiday ornaments.

Braxton smiles under his mask
after watching his volcano erupt!

Lower Elementary

Raegan enjoys reading
independently using the Fountas
and Pinnell books in our
classroom.

Primrose is using the Montessori
language tower material to do a
word study on suffixes by matching
root words with their corresponding
suffix.

Brice is studying different types
of invertebrates and learning
about their characteristics.

Jack is using the Montessori
fraction materials to find
equivalent fractions.

Olivia is using the Montessori
stamp game materials to learn
about arrays and solve
multiplication problems.

Upper Elementary

Barry is performing a streak test
during rocks and minerals workshop
at the caverns.

Caleb, Luna, Tripp, Lena, and
Rebecca are exploring the
cavern.

Upper Elementary students enjoy their
field trip to Lincoln Caverns.

Ashton, Barry, and Sheldon create
a borax snowflake after snowflake
lesson in science.

Elisa and Lincoln are applying
measurement and conversion
skills by making rolls for the
Thanksgiving Feast with Mrs.
Runkle.

Ainsley, Luna, Milan, Ashton, and Grant
apply measurement and conversion skills
making Chex mix.

Middle School

Members of the Middle School class
attend “A Christmas Carol” in
Gettysburg to see fellow classmate,
Gabrielle, participate in the show.

Thomas and Ani calculate the velocity and
acceleration of a hot wheels car during a science lab.

The class attends the 158th anniversary of the Gettysburg
Address, where they heard actor Stephen Lang recite the
address during the Dedication Day ceremony.

Gabrielle meets a young goat,
Nemo, while learning about
agriculture at Paulus Farm Market.

Winter Holiday Door Decorating
Contest
Each class chose a different
cultural focus in our winter holiday
door decorating contest, sponsored
by Student Council!

Lower Elementary 109
Eid

Lower Elementary 108
Christmas

Children’s House A
Winter Solstice

Middle School Class
Kwanzaa

Upper Elementary
Diwali

Children’s House B
Los Posadas

Children’s House C
Hanukkah

A Message from our New Director of
Operations and Advancement

Happy New Year, Montessori Academy Students and Families.
My name is Dr. Stefanie Basalik and I am excited to be the newest member of this amazing
community. I will provide some of my professional background, but I would also like to share
with you a little bit about my personal life and my plans for the school.
Previously, I have served as the Executive Director of Heritage Frederick and the Washington
County Historical Society and an adjunct professor at several colleges for the past ten years. I
have a doctorate in American Studies with concentrations in Public Heritage and Museum Studies
and Interdiciplinary History. Although, my new role is outside my scope of study, it is not outside
my wheelhouse. I have spent the previous decade focused on fundraising, facilities management,
grant writing, and public service through teaching and museum management. Non-profit work
has been the basis of my employment and I am happy to continue using my skills of networking,
advancement, and fundraising to bring more attention to the school and the Montessori
philosophy.
My husband, Shaun, daughter, Lily, and son, Miles, live in Greencastle, PA. Shaun is a Financial
Advisor with Edward Jones and many of you have probably passed by his office in the converted
church across from Pure and Simple off the Greencastle square. Our daughter, Lily, is in ninth
grade at Greencastle-Antrim High School and she plays the saxophone in the marching band.
Miles is in fifth grade and enjoys working on projects with his Boy Scout Troop and virtually
playing games on his oculus. As a family, we enjoy watching movies, playing board games, and
traveling.

We are also a family of service. I am the President of the Hagerstown Sunrise Rotary Club and
Shaun is the President of the Greencastle Exchange Club. Miles and Lily also participate in
various service projects with our clubs and at school. Although I do not come from a Montessori
background, I have learned to appreciate the same service philosophies exhibited in Montessori
education. I have only been on campus a week and I can already see the respect, love, and support
teachers, parents, and students show each other. How encouraging!
As the Director of Operations and Advancement, it is my responsibility to maintain a safe and
fun working environment. Our building is almost two decades old, and as it continues to age,
Mrs. Edmond, the Board of Directors, and I will be implementing updates to technology,
classroom materials, and the physical structure. We are looking forward to growing our student
population and making a positive impact on our surrounding community. Fundraising is also a
major part of my job, and with your support, I know we can continue to provide top quality
education for our students and professional development for our teachers and staff.
Please feel free to get in touch with any questions, concerns, or ideas: sbasalik@montacad.org. I have
been rotating between the front and side drop-off lines in the mornings to introduce myself to the kids. For
those students and parents I have not met, I look forward to getting to know you.
Sincerely,

A Message from our Executive Director
Dr. Barbara Kehr

Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) Program Donors
The PA EITC program, established in 2001, offers businesses and individuals a credit to lower their tax liability through
donations to K-12 private schools, scholarship organizations, pre-K programs, and other educational enrichment initiatives.
Montessori Academy is most appreciative of the following businesses that collectively donated over $100,000 that is used
to provide financial aid to qualifying students:
Starr Insurance
Rutters (M & G Realty)
Orrstown Bank
Truist Bank
M & T Bank
UGI Utilities
UGI Storage
UHS of PA
F & M Bank
The Bridge Foundation
Capital Advantage Insurance Company
If you have a business and would like to learn more about the EITC program, I would be happy to talk with you!
Montessori Academy Board of Directors
Although you may not know them personally and don’t hear much about them, the nine members of the Montessori
Academy Board of Directors are a vital part of our school community.
From voting on the budget, to adopting policy, to participating in long range planning, our board makes key decisions that
are vital to the education and activities of our school. The work of our board is both complex and diverse. Board members
devote time each month to board business, which has only been made more challenging by the pandemic and related issues
affecting the well-being of our students and families. Each board member brings different talents and expertise that helps
to support our school. In addition to attending monthly meetings, our board members oversee the school’s finances, ensure
our building and grounds remain in good condition, help lead fundraising initiatives, recruit and hire administrators, discuss
policies, and provide guidance on legal matters. In addition, board members contribute financially in support of Montessori
Academy.
The Board of Directors are essential to the success of our students and school. Their efforts help ensure that each student
has opportunities to thrive and that our school remains as an educational option for children in the Franklin County area.
Thanks to these board members for their commitment and time on behalf of Montessori Academy:
Angelique Ridore, MD, President
Rebecca Jablin
Carianne Rawlings, Vice President
Mike Metz
Lekha Patel, Secretary
Miranda Ramsey
Brett Snyder, Member at Large
Adam Reeder
Chris Howes
Suzanne Trinh
Montessori Academy of Chambersburg is currently seeking candidates for membership on the Academy’s Board of
Directors. For more information, please contact boardpresident@montacad.org

