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A message from the Director of Education, Mrs. Heather Edmond 

Montessori Academy of Chambersburg                                November 2021 

   Academy News 

Upcoming Events: 

Book Fair 
11/15-11/19 

 
Family Shopping Night 
By appointment 11/15 

 
Thanksgiving 

 
Thanksgiving Feast 

11/23 
 

Early Dismissal 11/24 
No School 11/25-11/29 

 
Winter 

 
Winter Celebration 

12/21 
 

Early Dismissal 12/22 
No School 12/23-1/2 

 
Make Up Pictures 1/12 

 
 
 

 
 

Mission Statement 

Montessori Academy, 
guided by the 

philosophy of Maria 
Montessori, immerses 
students in a diverse 

community that values 
creativity and nurtures 
each student’s social, 

emotional, and academic 
growth. 

 

 
The Science Discovery Lab is organized in two parts, the formal “Lab” space and 
the “Inquiry Zone.” The Lab space has been in use by the Middle School, Upper 
Elementary, and Lower Elementary classes for scientific investigations since mid-
September. 
 
I am very excited to report that our Inquiry Zone has officially opened for 
exploration by our Children’s House classes! The Inquiry Zone is prepared as a 
microcosm of a Montessori classroom, focused exclusively on science, technology, 
and engineering with shelves prepared with inquiry-based materials organized by 
category in zoology/botany, human biology, physical sciences, earth and space 
science, technology, and engineering. Activities range from a sand table stocked 
with shells, fossils, and other natural specimens to a robotics station where small 
hands can engage with early coding. The majority of the materials accessible in the 
Science Discovery Lab are the result of directed donations through the 2021 Big 
Give, a registry-style fundraiser that allowed families and community members to 
sponsor specific purchases for the school. 
 

 
 

Goal: Lead the initial development of a Science Discovery Lab, featuring 
inquiry-based resources and opportunities that are aligned with the science 
curriculum and standards.  

 



 

 

   

International Day 

Children’s House B is curious about where Maria 
Montessori grew up. Using this curiosity, they learn 
about her homeland of Italy. 

Children’s House A jumps into learning about Australia, exploring the games, songs, 
culture, and animals through a variety of activities. 

 

The Toddler Community enjoys learning about Ireland through a 
variety of music, art, and cooking activities. 

Children’s House C is excited to explore New 
Zealand. 



 

 

Field Trips and  
Community Connection Visits 

 
 
In Montessori education, field trips and community connection experiences are valued as opportunities for 
students to connect their in-school learning to the outside world, applying abstract knowledge to concrete 
experiences in order to solidify and expand student learning. Our Montessori Academy community truly missed 
their field trip opportunities during the 2020/2021 school year. This year, we have reinstated some types of field 
trip experiences after evaluating potential risks.  
 
This month, we have partnered with Fayetteville Volunteer Fire Department, Country Creek Produce Farm, the 
Nature and Culture Institute (previously associated with Renfrew), and the Chesapeake Bay Foundation to provide 
our students with powerful curriculum-connected learning opportunities. In addition to supplementing student 
learning, participating in these programs provides staff with experiences and community resources to expand their 
own teaching practices. 
 

Fire Safety with Fayetteville Volunteer Fire Department, on Campus 
 

 
 
Fayetteville Volunteer Fire Department visited each of our classes to discuss fire safety, demonstrate their 
specialized equipment, and establish trusting relationships with our students. Older students also enjoyed a 
discussion about the training that they would pursue if they were interested in becoming a firefighter or other 
emergency response professional.  

Pumpkin Patch at Country Creek Produce Farm 
 

 
 
Our Children’s House and Toddler Community classes had been studying seasonal change and the life cycle 
and parts of pumpkins for the month leading up to their trip to Country Creek Produce Farm. 
  



 

 

 

Forest Treasures and Park Ranger Training with the Nature and Culture Institute at 
Pine Hill Park 

 

 
 
Our Lower Elementary students learned to identify local plants, trees, and animal adaptations, reenact the water 
cycle, apply their five senses to observe the forest ecosystem, design a model nature park by using natural 
materials found in their environment, and practice forest safety and stewardship.  
  

Earthseekers with the Nature and Culture Institute at Red Run Park 
 

 
 
Earthseekers is a three-season program in which Kindergarten students engage their five senses in learning about 
the natural world in fall, winter, and spring. The students meet “Mother Nature,” a puppet who sends them on 
missions throughout the park and plant daffodil bulbs that they will observe during each of the seasons. 

 
“Susquehanna Watershed” with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation at Conodoguinet Creek 

 
Middle School students explored the Conodoguinet Creek, which lies within the Susquehanna Watershed and, 
ultimately, the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. The students examined and interpreted watershed and land use 
maps and collaborated with a partner to paddle a canoe as they followed the creek to its output at the 
Susquehanna River, overlooking the Capital. The students worked as a team to assess the health of the 
Conodoguinet through observation and the collection and identification of benthic macroinvertebrates and 
ended with an inspirational discussion about the impacts that Pennsylvania students have had on politics 
through advocating to protect our local watersheds.  (see photos in Middle School section) 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Toddler Community 

Vivian explores knobbed cylinder 
work. 
 
 

Nikolai explores the work bench 
and hammers in nails. 

Henry cuts a banana during our 
work period. 

Sam enjoys picking a pumpkin 
during the pumpkin patch visit. 

Wyatt cares for our environment by 
watering a plant in the classroom. 

Mateo sprays, scrubs, and dries the 
elephant. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Children’s House  

Children’s House A explores the order of the planets 
by being planets and getting in order. 
 

Children’s House B learns about firefighters and fire 
safety. 

Children’s House A students identify the planets in the 
solar system with a role play activity. 

Below: Evan working on …… 

Children’s House B uses a variety of materials to learn 
about space. 

Children’s House C students, after learning about pumpkins, their life cycle, and parts, 
enjoy the opportunity to create their own pumpkin works of art. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Lower Elementary 

Jack uses the geometric stick 
material to make different angles that 
he is studying. He works on building 
right, acute, and obtuse angles. 

Lower Elementary 108 first and 
second grade students work together 
and use the Montessori parsing 
material to complete a grammar 
assignment on parts of speech. 

Brice works on numeration using 
our Albanesi Math materials.  He is 
practicing putting numbers beyond 
100 in the correct order by assessing 
units, tens, and hundreds place 
values. 

The first grade boys from Lower 
Elementary 109 practice their printing 
skills in a group writing session. 

Elise works diligently on skip 
counting by 7 through numbering 
each segment of the Montessori 
long chain during math. 

In our Science Discovery Lab, 
Sumaya adds drops of olive oil to 
a pie pan of water and observes the 
outcome. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Upper Elementary 

Ashton and Elisa apply their math 
skills in the Sumdog Math 
Competition. 

Grant and Barry test the catapult they 
built during STEM class. 

Lena and Luna model plate 
boundaries during an activity in our 
new science lab. 

Rebecca, Koryn, Barry, and Judah find 
characteristics of candies as they study 
cladograms during our Early Human 
Study in History 

Chas and Sheldon work 
independently on a reading 
assignment. 

Upper Elementary is excited to announce their 4th place 
win out of 1,388 classes that qualified in the country and 
2nd place win in the state of Pennsylvania during the 
Sumdog Math Competition in October. During the week-
long competition, each student answered 1,000 math 
questions. We are excited to share that fifth grader Lena 
Zahos tied for 14th place in the country out of the 22,158 
students who participated in the competition. Upper 
Elementary is looking forward to the regional competition 
in the beginning of November.    



 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Middle School   

The students are really enjoying the new climbing dome 
on the playground. 

In the Science Discovery Lab, Brayden and Gabrielle 
work to figure out how mass affects air pressure. 

The students play a review game made by Janie in 
preparation for an upcoming test. 

Elleri, Thomas, Gabrielle, and Ellie conduct a 
demonstration about Charles’ Law concerning gas 
volume and its relationship to temperature. 

The Middle School class had a great time canoeing down 
the Conodoquinet Stream and learning about our 
watershed. 

Thomas and Ani navigate their canoe into the 
stream during the Chesapeake Bay watershed field 
experience. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 Meet our New Staff Members   

Lisa de Salis, Administrative Assistant joined Montessori Academy after many years 

of experience in the clerical field. She enjoys greeting parents and students at the front 

desk with a friendly smile and is happy to be as helpful as possible to make each visit to 

Montessori Academy a pleasant one. In her spare time, Lisa enjoys music in many forms, 

crafting, and most of all spending time with her family. 

 

Madison Platter, Assistant Teacher, recently graduated from Northampton 

Community College with an associate degree in Early Childhood Education and is 

currently pursuing a BA/BS in Early Childhood Education at Keystone College. She has 

previously served as the Lead Teacher in a Young Toddler classroom at another 

preschool. Madison got married in May 2021 and lives with her husband, Devon, and 

their dog, Baxter, in McConnellsburg, Pennsylvania. On the weekends, she loves to 

spend time with her family, bake, read, and watch the Pittsburgh Penguins. Madison is 

very excited be a part Montessori Academy and to make an impact with her students. 

 

Jody Mell, Assistant Teacher, is the assistant teacher in Toddler A. She previously 

worked for 17 years as a teacher of two-year-old children in a local childcare facility. 

Jody is the mother of three grown children. She loves animals, going to the beach on 

family vacations, and playing volleyball. 

 



 

 

  

Alexia Timmons, Assistant Teacher, joined Montessori Academy after eight years of 

experience working in a childcare setting. She enjoys helping to create a safe and 

nurturing environment for children. Some of her interests outside of school include 

reading, music, volunteering in her youth group, and spending time with family and 

friends. Alexia is excited to be a part of the Montessori family and have the opportunity 

to help children reach and achieve specific age-appropriate milestones. 

 

Meet our New Staff Members (Cont.) 
 

Katelyn Schindler, Co-Teacher, has been teaching preschool age children for five 

years. She holds a Pennsylvania Instructional I teaching certificate for pre-kindergarten 

through fourth grade. She also holds an associate degree in Education from Hagerstown 

Community College. Katelyn has an elementary age son at home. Over the summer she 

leads the Preschool Discovery Camp at the Waynesboro Area YMCA. Katelyn enjoys 

spending time sewing, knitting, crocheting, and using her Cricut machine in her craft 

room. 

 

Kendall Hamilton, Assistant Teacher, is a graduate of Lee University in Cleveland, 

Tennessee, with a   BA in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL). 

She is currently pursuing her pre-kindergarten through fourth grade teaching 

certification through Wilson College and is very excited to be working in the classroom 

with students at Montessori Academy. Kendall previously worked as an assistant pre-

kindergarten teacher in New York and is passionate about helping students learn and 

grow as individuals. Kendall is originally from Tennessee and is new to the 

Chambersburg area. Outside of school, she enjoys being outdoors, quilting, and visiting 

friends and family. 



 

 

We are excited to share that we received word in October that 

Montessori Academy earned reaccreditation, the gold standard 

for measuring and advancing school improvement, from The 

Middle States Association Commissions on Elementary and 

Secondary Schools. 

Middle States accreditation is a multifaceted evaluation process 

that schools voluntarily use to demonstrate they are meeting a 

defined set of research-based performance standards including mission, governance and 

leadership, school improvement planning, finances, facilities, health and safety, educational 

program, assessment, student services, and information resources.  

Our accreditation process began with an 18-month self-study that included input from board 

members, school leaders, teachers, parents, and students. Following the self-study, a team of 

volunteer educators from Middle States member schools conducted a virtual visit to our school 

for a peer review.  After their visit, the peer review team made its recommendation for re-

accreditation to the Middle States Association Commissions, which voted on the 

recommendations at its October meeting.  

Thanks to everyone who was involved in helping us to receive our re-accreditation. We look 

forward to working together as a school community in the coming years in order to meet our 

goals in math, writing, science, and enrollment. 

 

 

 

A message from our Executive Director 
Dr. Barbara Kehr 



 

 

  
The Board of Directors oversees the growth and direction of the school. Additionally, our 
volunteer Board members are expected to make commitments to fundraising and to be responsible 
for chairing committees in their areas of expertise and interest. We would like to welcome Chris 
Howes and Mike Metz to the Montessori Academy of Chambersburg Board of Directors. 
 

 
 
 

Chris Howes, Board Member, and his wife are the parents of three children and serve as 

educators at Mercersburg Academy. Chris currently serves as the Assistant Head of School for 

Student Life and Culture at Mercersburg Academy. He has been in the educational field for 

over 20 years and has worked with a variety of age levels ranging from preschool to the college 

level. Chris has a master’s degree from Wesleyan University and a graduate certificate from 

Johns Hopkins. 

 

 

Mike Metz, Board Member, and his wife live in Greencastle and have been residents of 

Franklin County for 16 years. Mike has been employed with F&M Trust as a Commercial 

Relationship Manager for 10 years and has worked in commercial banking for a total of 22 

years. Mike holds an MBA from Frostburg State University and maintains his Certified 

Management Accountant (CMA) and Certified Financial Manager (CFM) designations with 

the Institute of Management Accountants. 

  

Welcome to our New 
Board Members 

 



 

 

 

 

A Message from MAPO 
 

Montessori Academy Parents Organization 
 

 

The Montessori Academy Parents Organization (MAPO) would like to congratulate our wonderful Academy 

staff for making our first quarter so successful this year, despite the continuing challenges they have faced 

again this year. Making the best of any situation is something we can always count on from our teachers and 

administrators. Even though we couldn't attend International day in person, it was wonderful to see the 

program come together so well, and the kids did an awesome job! They give their all every day and we can 

never say thank you enough!  

We would also like to thank our parents for making our first two fundraisers a huge success. The Bruster's Ice 

Cream raised over $35 (every dollar counts) in September and we are so proud to say that the most recent 

fundraiser at Chipotle on the 27th raised an outstanding $275!! You knocked it out of the park and we are so 

grateful for such a supportive community.  

We know we can keep the same support and enthusiasm going for the upcoming Book Fair the week of 

November 12th through the 17th. Refer to your email for information about a modified Family Night on 

Monday, November 15 (by appointment), which MAPO will be helping to facilitate. Please reach out if you 

would like to help! 

If you have not already, please follow us on Facebook at "Montessori Academy Parents Organization 

MAPO" for updates about upcoming spirit wear sales, fundraisers, and opportunities to participate. 

Let's keep up the positive momentum as we make our way to the holiday season and make 2022 our best year 

yet!  

Thank You, 

Montessori Academy Parents Organization 

mapo@montacad.org 

 


